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The letter within concerns a PloyUsSst Lor export 
licences for the supyvly of civilian training aircraft 
to a Jewish aviation company in Palestine. The 
winicstry of Supply have promised an answer in respect 
of four of the aircraft (one Proctor and three ansons) 
by tomnight. The matter is, therefore, urgent. 


In addition to the arguments used by the Colonial 
Office in this letter, the Ministry of Supply spate 
that if we cannot supply Palestine Airways with British 
types of aircraft for training their pilots we shall 
probably lose orders for aircraft amounting to possibly 
“1,500,000. 


On the other hand, Palestine Alrways is to some 
extent uncer the finencial control of thse Jewish agency, 
and would certainly be in no position to resist any 
Comianas Fy) might choose tc give concerning the use of 

these eircraft. Although they ars civilian types, 
they could no doutt play a part in the impending civil 
war in Palestine. Since it is our aim to localise this 
Civil war as coupletely as possible and, if we can, to 
prevent the supply of armaments to either Side, it is 
vitally important that we ourselves should be free from 
any suspicion that we have put lethal weapons into the 
hanas of either arabs or Jews. 


I sugssest that this political consideration 
snould, in this instance, take precedence over the 
export possibilities to which the luinistry of Supply 
Graw our attention, and that we should asx them to 
explain that, while we are Willing, in principle, to 
assist Palestine Airways in the establishment of tneir 
services, we cannot supply aircraft for use in rales- 
tine until the situation in that country is more stable. 


Michaperr, 
15th January, 1946. 
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- I am sending copies of this letter to 
Dunnett, Ministry of Civil Aviation a 
Ministry of Supply. ng Mise Steen 


Yours sincerely, 
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(J.D. Higham) 
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Colonial Office, 
The Church House, 
‘Great Smith Street, 
London, 3.W.1. 


My Reference 22923/ 2 if. 48 ~ ‘ 
i Ae 
“ I4C 15th January, 1948. 


Your Reference. 


Or 


JAN 


My dear Beeley, 


We spoke this morning about a request from 
Messrs. Shackleton for export licences for aircraft 
to Palestine. The Ministry of Supply are most 
anxious to get a very early answer since arrangements 
have been made to ferry the aircraft out next week 
and any delay may prejudice the chances not only of 
the present deal but of further orders for new 
aircraft. | 
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The proposition is that Shackletons will sell 
the aircraft to a British holding company, the 
Astra Overseas Trading Company, who in turn will lena 
them to Palestine Airways for training purposes. 


The aircraft concerned are 1 Proctor, 3 Anson 
Mark I, 5 Tiger Moths and 1 Dominie. All these 
aircraft are identical with types used in this 
country for civil flying training. 
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JIVEAd JHL JO NOISSIWY3d LNO 
“HLIM ATWOIIHdvaDOLOHd G39NG0ON GIy 


For a long time the Palestine Government tried 
to organise an air operating company in Palestine in 
which Jewish and Arab interests would be equally 
represented. Their efforts were unsuccessful and 
the deadlock was ended last October, on the initiative 
of the Palestine Director of Civil Aviation, by the 
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H. BEELEY, ESQ., C.B.E. 
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agreement of both Jewigh and Arab interests 
concerned to proposals'‘for the formation of two 
separate companies. The intention was that the 
Jewish Company would operate .to Europe and the 
Arab Company to the Arab States. Both parties 
accepted these proposals which were approved by the 
Palestine Government. | 
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We quite appreciate that the inclusion of 
Lydda in the area of the Jewish State may be liable 
to make the Arabs unduly suspicious of any moves by 
the Jews to get even their training facilities 
established. We appreciate also that although the 
Company which requires these aircraft, Palestine 
Airways, is a bona fide commercial venture, in which 
the Jewish Agency itself is financially interested 
(the capital being largely provided by South African 
interests), there can be no guarantee that these 
aircraft would not, should an emergency arise, be 
employed for military operations. They are however 
of types which are not suitable for offensive warfare 
and we think that on balance there would be no 
objection to the grant of export licences. I would 
here emphasise the very great dependence of the Jews 
on international communications and in particular on 
air transport. The training of sufficient pilots 
is undoubtedly a matter to which they will grant a 
high priority and if we do not supply them with 
aircraft they will undoubtedly succeed in obtaining 
machines from elsewhere. 
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FROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 


D. 2lst January, 1948. 
R. 21st . " 38.15 hrs. 


IMMEDIATE 


No.145 Secret. 
Palestine Alrways. 


Aircraft specified in your No.163 are 
considerably in excess of order for two Dominies 
placed by Palestine Airways not (repeat not) with 
Messrs Shackleton. There seems to be some confusion 
with Aviron, but matter is still under investigation 

here and I should be grateful if you could arrange 
to delay export in the meanwhile. 


Copies sent to:- 
Foreign Office Mr. Beeley. 
: " Mr. Edden. 


Ministry of Supply Miss Steen. 
Ministry of Civil Aviation ~- Mr. Dunnett. 
* a : Registry Tels. 
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TO PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 


FROM S. OF S,. COLONIES. 


Sent 21at January, 1948, 16,30 hra, 
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Addressed to High Commissioner, Palestin:. 
Repoated to B.M.E,O. Ne, 2 (for Air Vico =: sshai 
Sir W. Havers). 


My telegram No, 163, 
Palestine Airways. 


, It has now been decided, for political reasons. 
to refuse export licences for these aircraft, although 
they are requirec for training for commercial purposes, 


26 Shousd ve grateful for eurly indication ct your 
views on general question cf importation of aircraft for 
these end other purposes since it isa clear that refusal 
of expert jicences here will be ineffective if imports 
from cther countries are permitted. Some imports mar te 
necessary if jiocal airlines are te bo allowed to apeiaisa, 
Please also say whether import licences had been granted 
for aircraft mentioned in my telegitam lio, 163, 
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Deo Report from News Chronicle correspondent 
datelined Jerusalem Monday stetes tha: Army Dispose: 
sspresentatives have sold to Aviron 1 Aurater airar< 
Planes stated to aave been sold in oren merkst to hlohosat 
“tader, and thas though not ell serviccable, purchases 
would be able ta assemble from them eight ov ten plancs 
vO form nucleus of Jewish State Air Forces, Jorresponé: -:t 
élso states that negotiations are on soct for sale, clsd 
in open market, of srmoured scsvi cars, mortars and othe? 
weapons, 
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4. Ministry of Supply have been saaked to call for 
urgent report from Cairo. Grateful for any observation: 
you may have. If, as I imagine, these reperts are 

unfounded, you will no doubt take suitable ateps to gire 


Widest publicity te this. 
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Foreign Office ~ Mr, Beeley. 
Ministry of Supply - Mr. E. Haynes. 
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Fereign Office - Mr, Haden. 
Ministry of Civil Aviation - Mr. L.d, Dunnett. 
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22 JAN | 34 | ary, 1948. 


Further to Higham's letter to you of the 14th January and 
to our recent telephone conversations regarding the proposed supply 
of aircraft and aeronautical equipment to Palestine by W.S, 
Shackleton Ltd., I enclose a copy of a letter I have sent to the firm 
informing them that the grant of export licences cannot be 
recommended at the present time, 


Dear Beeley, 


-:90uasafay 


I am not very happy about this decision. You may perhaps 
be aware of a recent case in which your Office refused to allow the 
sale of aircraft and engines to the Chinese Government with the result 
that the order was obtained by the Canadians, whose authorities 
apparently saw no reason to oppose the transaction. In the oresent 
instance, I fear that there is a strong possibility that the 
Palestine company may turn to American, French, Czech or even 
Dominion sources from which they may well be able to obtain the same 
or very similar types of aircraft and equipment. «As I have pointed 
out in my letter of the 15th December to Scott of your Far #astern 
Department, regarding the Chinese case, it is not difficult to 
overlook a commercial loss when i+ results from an arms-traffic 
embargo which is more or less e:fective, but here we may be suffering 
commercial loss without stopping the supply of the equipment in 
question, | 


I should be grateful for your comments. 
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of Trade), Dunnett 


-C.A), Wing Cocmander Freeman (Air Ministry) 
and Cardo (Admiralt 


I am Bat ing this letter to Higham (C.R.0), Couldry (Board 
If 
) 


NOQNO?T 


| Yours sincerely, 
He Beeley, Esq., CoB, 
bastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, 
SeWele 


43/46/Air 3(b). 
= none 


16th January, 1948, 


For the attention of J, Bea 8Qe 


Gentlemen, 


I am directed by the Ministerof Supply to reer to the visit 
of your representatives to this Department to-day regarding export licence 
applications submitted by your company to the Board of Trade in respect of 
aircraft and aeronautical equipment destined for Palestine. 


In confirmation of the information given to your representatives, 
I am to state that the following applications have been referred to this 
Department by the Board of Trade for comment and support but that we are 
unable to recommend the granting of the licences at the present time: 


xour reference. Item. 


One DoH. Tiger Moth aircraft 

One DH. Tiger Moth aircreft. 

One D.H. Tiger Moth aircraft 

One D.H. Tiger Moth aircraft 

One Tiger Moth aircraft DH. 

Three Avro Anson Mk. I aircraft 

One Percival Proctor aircreft 

Two Gipsy Major Aero engines 

Iwo Cheetah IX Aero engines 

24 Outer Covers for Tiger Moth aircraft 

24 Inner Covers for Tiger Moth aircraft. 
SM/791/48/8 2 Outer Covers, Tail Wheel for Anson aircraft 

2 Inner Tubes, Main Wheel for Anson aircraft 
SM/7/1 /48/6 6 Outer Covers, Main Wheel for Anson aircraft 

‘6 Inner Tubes, Main Wheel for Anson aircraft 

4 Outer Covers, Tail Wheel for Anson aircraft 
SM/9/1/48/51 One D.H. 89 Rapide aircraft 
SM/9/1/48/ 2 One D.H. Tiger Moth aircraft » 

One DoH, Tiger Moth aircraft 

One DH. Tiger Moth aircraft 

One DH. Tiger Moth aircraft 


I am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 


WeSe Shackleton, Ltd. , 
175, Piccadilly, 

London, 
Wele 


Copies to: E,L.B. Board of Trade 
(Mr. JHE. Biggs) 

EeL.B. Board of Trade 

(liv. W. Hadlow). 
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Rumours appe.red in the British Press at the 
beginning of this week to the effect thit the war 
bisposals Bourd in the Middle East had sold twenty-one 
Auster Aircraft (these are two-seater reconnaissance 
planes) to a Company controiled by the Jewish agency for 
Palestine. My Department at once requested the Ministry 
of Supply to issue instructions that all action on sales 
of aircraft shouid be suspended and a report submitted, 
The Ministry of Supply took this action, but have not yet 
received any official information from the Middle East. 

It is now reported, in the Daily Herald and 
Daily Telegraph of this morning, thut the Ministry of 
Supply telegram arrived too iate und that the sirocraft 
have already been delivered and taken to Tel-.viv,. 

This sale, if it is true that it has been <urnvleted, 
is entirely contrary to the policy of His liajesty's 
Government, which is to withhold supplies of urms and 
al.l warlike material from both arabs and Jews in 
Palestine. It would give rise to serious :-esentment 
ugainst us in arab c.untries, and will make it more 
ditficult for me to dissuade the virab Gov. rnment from 


k 


taking precipitate action in Palestine. 


In order that simiiar incidents may be avuided in| 


the future, I hope you will feel able to issue a 
directive to the effect that all transactions involving 
the disposal of material of military value /én-oF¥3" tne 
Middle East must in future be cleared pilsonally by the: 
Minister of Defence, the Secretary of State for the 


Colonies and myself (or in my absence you). 
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items at parael(D). 


Distribution: 
Action copy to P/0.D. 
Information. neS/O.De, O-De2ey 


Peles a 
F.O. (Mr. Becley). 


le D ° of, D. (ise im Mr. Aanthonye 
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Cypher/OTP STOW 
FROM BRITISH iiTDDLE EAST OFFICE CaIRO TO 
LiIVISTRY OF SUPPLY 


- Noe 118 Sto! DISLE 
D. Do45 Dome 23rd January 19)8, 
2ord January 1948, R, 6.1) Dem, 23rd Jamary 1948, 


LiEDIATE 
Reference Stow Disme 829, 


Sales of aircraft have been Carried out on your 
authorities F/a/5)./5/D(A1lA) and F/i/31/D(alla) dated 
respectively 8th Februar: and 29¢h april 1927. 


aircraft declared by Rw. F. on 14th July 1947 « 
see our 300/227/Dli. dated 23rd august 1927. 


Progress of sales reported under 300/227 eto. 
dated 3lst Decenber 1947 replied to in your 12Aalesf,/ 
26,182/0(.:11,) dated 12th Jamary 198, 7 


Reported in my 300/227/Dilly dated 19th July 
full details of sale of all aircraft. <4ll located in 
Egypt have been sold ag follows 


(a) Six Magister Egyptian Air Force and two 
Auster 5b to Egyptian Wines Department 


(b) Six Oxford one to hmed Esmat El Gamal 
Cairo who is army contractor for delivery of nail eto, 
fron Egypt to Palestine and 


(c) Eight Sea Otter to Squadron Leader J. Patient 
15 Orescent Lane, Clapham Connon S$. and 


(d)_ Seven.wuster 5 end one Walrus 1 to Sanir Zul 
(erp. undcc. Jear Bey contractor on behalf of ircb intercsts, 


Sales of (a), (b),(c) completed and cannot suspend. (4) 
no delivery notes end ection suspended. 


liachines located in Palestine, eightcen auster 5, two 
Austcr 5, and one Oxford heve been sold to Aviron Palestine 
aviation Company P.0.B. 83% Pel aviv. «11 were colleeted 
On 2lst January and 22nd J anuerye Have instructed our 
Jcrusnlen Office to inforn Palestine Governncnt dircct 
end follow sny instructions they may give, 


rrrrrr , DISFRIBUTION. 
ACTION CeePyY Towns D.2, 


e e e 9 O, D. Ze 9 
INFORMATION ..R.2.. BO Mr. Beeley 
is . A. D. of De A. Li) 


[ard “ye 
beg Oe. 


-iaduasafay 
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Registry 
No. B 1044/648/31 ; \ FOREIGN OFFICE, S8.W.1. 


tap Sesiee | : | 29th January, 1948, 


Secret.’ 
Confidential. 


Will you please refer to my letter of 


26th January enclosing a draft telegram for 
Dea 


Mr. Newling, 
Cabinet Offices. of the 21 Austers. 


despatch to General Hewer about the disposal 


371440 040934 


2. Sir Orme Sargent has pointed out that 
the telegram which has been sent off, while 
emphasising the importance of avoiding 

any similar incident in future, does not 
Specifically instruct General Hewer to 
refer doubtful cases back to London. i: 
pig Siege is a short draft, as you: 


Sugges te ch might be sent as a chaser 


to the earlier telegram. 
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Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidential. 
Restricted. 
Open. 


( Date) .............--------0--- 


Repeat to :- 


En Clair. 
Code. 
Cypher. 


Distribution :- 


Copies to :- 


Despatched 


Following for General Hewer. 

My telegram No. of 
should have stated specifically that any 
doubtful cases should be referred to 
London for decision. In view of the 
difficul tyot defining the categories of 
stores, the disposal of which may ameuse 
political repercussions, this SS the 


safest procedure. 


13. ay 
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| es FUKSIGN OrPICK, Seto te 
id 2yth January, 1948. | Y 


(iB 1044/648/ 51 ) 


dual fasirg 
Will you please refer to my letter of 26th 


January enclosing a draft telegram for despatch 
to General Hewer about the disposal of the 21 Austers. 


391440 QY0D34 


2. Sir Orme Sar.,ent has pointed out that the 
telegram which has been sent off, while emphasising 
the importance of avoiding any similar ineoident in 
future, does not specifically instruct General Hewer 
to refer doubtful cases back to London. I therefore 
attach a stort draft, @s you Suggested to Beith 
which might be sent us a Chaser to the earlier 


telegram. 


foun Xa0hy 


(Hie Beeley) 


‘3914340 040934 
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Hede Newling NEYQe» Voebee, MeVeVe, TeDe, 
Cabinet vifrices. 
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on ad 


BS 1044/648/ 31 


a 


braf't. 


Teleyrai. 


i: eee 


(Date) ..ccee. 


Repeat tos. 


FOHSIGN UBFICE, S.W.4. 
2yth January, 1948. 
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Following for General Hewer. 

My telegram No, of 
should have stated Specifically that any 
doubtful cases should be referred to 
London for decision. in view of the 
difficulty of defining the categories of 
stores, the disposal of which may cause 
political repercussions, this seens the 


safest procedure. 
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FORIG UFF.CS, 3.4L 


26th January, 1% 8, 
Dexr liev] Lng, 


| 


wl 


You will cave S6-€hn treat 21 .uster aircraft cave 


—_— , 


— 


ene 


be:n sold by the B it:82 3tores Disn..sals Mission in 
tie Miccule Exst to @ company controlld by the Jewig- 
agcnucy for sal-s tiae, 


The Poreign Seeretary tacie: a most serious 
vie. of t is Lelident. It is t:ue tsat tre aster 
48 a small ana Quarm-@ plane, cut the DISSE78ion of 
“ Score of toes by one sidc vheon the othe: "as no 
Ailrer:ft at a1] mog.t be of immense “CV uituge in the 
tyve of warfare now beginning in Pales:ine. The trinse 
action is therefo :: lixely to giv. pige to considerable 
Fesentmeut da tee avab Countries, and to -eduee our 
crauces of pe S47 ng arab Govcruments not to intervene 
Qire:tly in Fal---tizxe, It will also be an embarrassment 
if we decide to i:e Our influence with Otner powers in 
the direct:on of isolating the conflict in Paleszine 
anda preve.ting the snioment of aos to tie combatants 
from any yuarter, 


A meeting toox piace in the Foreign Office 
Morning, at which “6presentativ 
Office, the war Office and t of Supply 
agreed that I shoulc . Gcneral Hewer 
& telegram on t:e line ia The text 
has been ap voved by ts I have 
mentioned and I sha agree, 
you Will send it th; 


Yours Since ely, 


(SGD. ) H. BEELEY. 


ite de Newling, ES. ’ Se rd. 
heV.0., Tee, 
Cubdinet Offices, 


De te], 
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3148 Wt. 26469/137 100m 9/46 (51) F.&S. 


Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidential. 
Restricted. 
Open. 


Draft. telegram 


Eail 


72 


Following for General Hewer. 

Ministers are greatly concerned by the 
news that 21 Austers have been disposed of in 
Palestine to a company controlled by the Jewish 
Agency. It is true that the Auster is a small 
and unarmed ‘plane, but the possession of a 
score of these by one side when the other side 
has none may be a major factor in the type of 
fighting which We anticipate between Arabs 
and Jews in Palestine. 

2. We also realise that all material which 

is being sold by the British Stores Disposals 
Mission is in some sense of military value, 

and that consequently a complete prohibition 

On sales of stores of military value in 
Palestine would mean that the Mission could 

not dispose of anything at all. A line has 

to be drawn between ordinary stores and special 
Supplies which may affect the military issue 
and the disposal of which to one Side may 


cause bitter resentment on the other. 


3. We do not feel able to define this line 


more precisely in London, and must leave it to 
your discretion and that of the Disposals 
Mission, with which we understand you have 
already established liaison. For your guidance 
hoWever, the sale of these aircraft is 
particularly unfortunate because it is head-= 
lined in the world's press, and because it 

will consequently add greatly to the 
difficulties of the Foreign Secretary, who is 


/trying... 
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391440 040934 


trying to dissuade the Arab Governments 
from intervening directly in Palestine. 
Li. Please therefore examine the situation 
in consultation with the Disposals Mission, 
in order to make sure that no similar incident 
occurs during the remaining period of our 
withdrawal from Palestine. 
On tor whither 
nything thet can be done to 
neutralize the effect of the disposal of 


these aircraft to the Jews J The—oniy 
5 Lhe , bs—thet—t 


Mowe ots Cae ee Pee BTS 


eae Co and @f assistance with 


MARGIN. 


servicing. 


IN THIS 
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Bicudes y t) Ww 
Mnf rereed theouts aw eye y ge SS ee, ae (ce 
f ih te Serving pe “etre 
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BH ENCLATiY TELEGRAM Stow Disme 82 
To B.M.E.0. Cairo fron M.of Supply. 
Sent 4-O poem 29.1.8, 


STOW DISME 842 


Further to Stow Dismc 838, Ministry have -iven undertakins 
that no further sale of aircraft Shall take place without F.O, 
consultation, Please confirm this understood, 


Distribution: j 
Originator - 4.3/0.D, 
Information, P/O.D. 9 O.Ds2e, 
Fee, 
4 e D; of De fie 4 (Mreanthony) 
F.O. (Mr. 3eeley )¥——_____ 


a 
eee ms 


segs 29 JAN 19461 2h 
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ST IMMEDIATE 


~ 


ITTIANeNI LAr 7 UeSLLON LO be asked er 


"Se Sir Jocelyn Lucas To ask the Tinister of 
Defence if the Auster aeroplanes sold in Palestine 
by tis Majesty's Covernment are capable of military 
use, and if he will give a definite assurance that 
no arms, munition or material that can be used for 
warlike purposes will be sold by "is Majesty's 
Covernment to either disputant 1n that area." 


Answer 
recently 
The Auster aircraft/sold to the Aviron “alestine 


391440 QY0D34 


Aviation Company were not_ only demilitarised before 
disposal, but were all in an unserviceable condition. 
“heir sale was consequently not inconsistent with the 
policy of denying warlike material to both Arabs and 
Jews in "alesting, Since, nowever, it 1s possible 
to adapt civil aircraft for military use, steps have 
now been taken to ensure that no Pritish planes will 
nass into srab or Jewish hands in “alesvine so long 
as there is danger of civil war in that country. 
Nisvosal is at present proceeding of large 

cnuantities of surnlus military supplies in Palestine 
which are of a non-warlike nature and which have a 


are | 
civilian use; it is not nroposed to discontinue the 


"391440 QY0934 
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sales or these storegg  ivery possible precaution is 


peing taken to ensure that surplus warlike material 


38 OL LON - HdVYDOLOHd LHDIYAdOD 


does not pass into the hands oc Jews or 4rabs in that 


countrys) 


THere is at present an embargo on the entry into 


Palestine, both by sea and over the land rrontiers, of 


all warlike materialo “he Government of Palestine 
will enforce this embargo to the best of their 


ability until the Mandate comes to an end on the 


15th Maye) / 


Ty, 
| | Ne LO 
Tt is also the policy Of HeM, Government to 
refuse permission for the export of military 
material from Great Britain to any part of the 
Middle East, except under existing contracts 
which have been undertaken as a result of our 
Treaty obligations to certain Arab Governments> 
.M. Government have no reason to Suppose that the 
material supplied by them under such contracts will 


be used in Palestine. 
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Cypher/OTP Ww 6 em dewtenorITICAL DISTRIBUTION  —- 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON | 


Coo ee , 
a 


No, 1417 
gy 
4th February, 1948. 


Repeated to New York (U.K.Del) No. 
Cair No 


D. 5.16 pom. 4th February, 1948. 


Cairo B.M.%.0. 
Jerusalem 


MOST IMVEDIATE 


pase My immediately preceding telegram. Following is 
ext. 


"Sir Jocelyn Lucas = To ask the !inister of Defence 
if the Auster aeroplanes sold in Palestine by His lajesty's 
Government are capable of military use, and if he will 
give a definite assurance that no arms, munition cr naterial 
hat can be used for warlike pe will be sold by 
His Majesty's Government to either disputant in that areal 


Answer 


The Auster aircraft recently sold to the Aviron 
Palestine Aviation Company were not only demilitarised 
before disposal, but were all in an unserviceable condition. 
Their sale was consequently not inconsistent with the 

olicy of Benne warlike material to both arabs and Jews 
n Palestine, ince, however, it is possible to adapt 
civil aircraft for military use, steps have now been taken 
to ensure that no British aircraft will pass into Arab 

or Jewish hands in Palestine so long as there is danger 

of civil war in that country. 

Disposal is xt present proceeding of large quantities 
of surplus military sup lies in Palestine which are of a 
non-warlike nature and which have a civilian use; it is 
not proposed to discontinue the sales of these stores. 
Bye? possible precaution is being taken to ensure that 
surplus warlike material does not pass into the hands of 
Jews or Arabs in that country. 


There is at present an embargo on the entry into 
Palestine, both by sea and over the land ircntiers, of 
all warlike material. The Government of Palestine will 
enforce this embargo to the best of their ability until 
the Mandate comes to an end on the 15th ! ay. 


It is also the policy of His Majesty's Government to 
refuse permission for the export of military material from 
Great Britain to any part of the Micdle sast, except under 
existing contracts which have been undertaken as 4 result 
of our Treaty obligations to certain Arab Governments. 

His Majesty's Government have no reason to suppose that 
the material supplied by them under such contracts will 


be used in Palestine. 
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February, 19485¢- 


. 
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Washington. 
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Telegram 
No. Wile of February 4 repeated for information to 


Date. Fad: y” U.K. Delegation, New York, Cairo, Bagdad, 


Repeat. Immediate to seada, Beirut, Damascus, Amman, B.M.E.O. 
U.K. Delegatt 

New York, *4U and Jerusalem. 

Caius, \Sa, 

Bag Ian. My immediately following telegram 
Jedda, Si. 

Beirut; ts. contains the text of a question which will 
Damas ops, oa. 

AmmansGs. be put to the Minister of Defence in the 
B.M.BVO., 108. 

Jerusalefh. House of Commons this afternoon, the 4th 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


February, and of the Minister's answer. 
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Cypher. . 
a 2. Please convey the text to Lovett at 


once, and arrange for the fullest possible 


publicity after 3.30 p.m. London time. 


‘3914340 QY0934y 


Distribution 


NOTHING 


Political. 
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[Teis telegram is of particular secrecy and sheula be 
retained by the autherised recipient and net passed en). 


Cypher/OTP 


Nee 1416 
Ath February 1948. D. 3 poem. 4th February 1948 


Repeated te U.K. Delegatien New Yerk Ne. 490 ) 
Caire Ne. 182 ) 
Bagdad Ne. 154 ) 
Jedda Nee 81 ) 
Beirut Ne. 76 ) Immediate. 
Damascus Ne. 62 ) 
Amman Nee 65 ) 
Bele eOe Caire Ne. 108 ) 
Jerusalem ) 


MOST LiMi DIATE. 
5 CRT. 


Aadressed te .ashi 
Febru 4th repeated fer inferaation t 


reoruary Us 

Delegatien New Yerk, Cairo, Bagdad, Jedda, Beirut, 
Damascus, Amman, British wicdle “wast Office Caire, 
and Jerusalem. 


dy immediately fellewing telegram contains 
the text ef a question which will be put to the 
Jinister of Defence in the Heuse ef Ceommens this 
afternoon, the 4th February, and of the dinister's 


answer. 


29, Please convey the text te Levett at ence, and | 
arrange for the fullest pessible publicity after 5e50 Dele 


Lonéen time. 


vvv 
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391440 040934 


OVERSEAS DISPOSALS 


Telegrams: Sptycontra Wire, DO 

Telephong, Victoria 3811” REY MINISTRY OF SUPPLY; 
we ee a ROOM 449 

Any communication on the ee lh Gt. Wes tpins ter House, 

subject of chis letcer should be Q Sacer 

addrested to = MEE HORSEFERRY ROAD, 
THE SECRETARY : 

and the following reference S.W.1. 


ELLY, Sales/ 'O' Seas/ 98 Sth February, 1948. 


le agree 7 


R~ Sa ee hate et 2 ew wee “es 


Your Ref. TT 


May I refer ee recent ‘phone 
conversations regarding the sale of aircraft 
in Palestine (and Egypt). We shall be glad to 
have your early agreement to the completion of 
the contract for the sale of seven Auster 5 
and one Walrus 1 referred to at (dad) in 
STOWDISME 118 of the 23rd January. 


Yours sincerely, 


WeJ- ORR. 


Saal 


H. Beeley Esq, 
Foreign Office, 
Doming Street, 


5-Wel. 


"391440 Q40934 


JIVEAd FHL 4O NOISSIWH3d LNO 


“HLIM AVIWIIHdYdYDOLOHd 039NGONdIY 


391450 040934 


NOQNO? 
38 OL LON - HdVYDOLOHd LHDIYAdOD 


. 


eee nee. 
MOY YR 
Cypher/OTP 9 mewn OY eT 


No. 159 Stow Disme D, 12.00 noon 14th February, 1948 
14th February, 1948 R. 2.05 pem. 14th February, 1948 


Further my 3,118. 


Decision required whether sale of seven Auster and 
one re to Samir Zulficar Bey can proceed or is to be 
Cancelled, 


2. Deposit held full purchase price offered is ££. 3300, - 


-:aJuasafay 


5. Fifteen tenders received, 


¢. _tn view of previous sales and latest cowments of 
the High Coimissioner Pglestine suggest sale should proceed, 


de See my letter dated January 19th for details of aircraft 
Ss CSe 
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EB lego 1 $2 


28 JAN !948 


Abelsr tinal, Ab of danfl t taion 


Registry JY) I 
Number LILES th } ft tf op f tle hf th 


V4 Xe | beef! (Aon 
“nom aU pol of £y lunar ft na Ion fr 
A, lay ae Bl Lor, $V grpechy sogtvsil 
Cpu y(t . ACG Of CA lyvnh Afi ler LL Ae Afr elo! 

ut th Q blew £ mney atlial ddl 


PALESTINE 


Dated 


Recetved 
in Registry 


25V an 


Last Paper. | | (Minutes) 
Os 6 
References. o f/f’. filed {/ [82 


« /7 O 


The Lebanese Minister has Just called on me to 
express his concern at the effect in Lebanon and other 
Arab countries of the news that our Disposals Mission 
in the Middle hast have sold 21 Auster aircraft to 
the Jews. He handed me the report, which has been 
received from the Arab office in Palestine, and which 
I have attached behind this paper to show hewW suspicious 
the Arabs are of anything wnich they can interpret 
as a sign of British partiality towards the Jews. 

He feels that confidence in us, not e@nly among the 
(How disposed of.) Palestine Arabs but throughout the Arab countries, 
; must have been very seriously shaken by the disposal 


orl: oi - tieyd fv of the Austers. He believes very strongly that 


-:aduasafay 


recovery of these planes by the Blestine Government 
X, 0. ut would have an effect in restoring confidence out of 
een ; ay all proportion with their intrinsic value, and urged 


that we should do everything possible to recover 
23 4a" them. 
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We had already decided to approach the Colonial 
Office on this matter, and I now submit a draft letter 
to them, sovering a draft telegran to Jerusalem. 


We must take into accoutt the bearing of any action 
we take in this matter on our responsibility for the 
American request which we have now received for 
Suspension of the delivery of arms,to the Arab States. 
On the one hagd a recovery of the Austers Would provide 
the American Zionists with another anti-British cry 
and so increase the presaure on the State Department. 
; But dn:the other hand, failure to recover then wil 
(Action I think, appreciably diminish our chances of persuading 
completed.) the Arab Governments to agree to a temporary suspension 
i of deliveries. | 


eran 

H. eley. 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 
NTE EVLUNIES 


Cypher (0.T.P. ) | 
PROM PALESTINE(Gen. Sir A.Cunningham) 


De 26th January, 1948. 
R. 26th * " 16.40 hre. 


bs Sew’ a Aan A 


IMMEDIATE 
Ro.190 Secret 


Addressed to 8. of 3. 
Repeated to British Middle Bast Office No.19 
(for Air Vice Marsha; Havers). 


Your secret telegram No.245- 
Palestine Airways. 


You wiil now have nad my secret telegram No.182 
which makes it olear that aale of airoraft to Aviron was a 
normal transaction, I am further informed by B.M.&.0. that 
no (repeat no) sales of armoured ecout cars, mortars and other 
weapons are being negotiated. These items will not 
(repeat not) be gold and B.S.D.0. hava been instructed to 
consult this Government in future before any sales of defence 
material are made. 


Qe The question of issue of import licences for 
alroraft is unde: consideration in consultation with the 
D.C.Ae in the Lijsht of paragraph 2 of your telegram under 
reference. Steps will be taken to ensure that only imports 
designed to meet strictly civil needa of local airlines are 
permitted. . 


de i an arranging for suitable publicity to be 
. given to the facia of thie case. 


(ee RRET ED RRS ETNID nee EEE ee 
Copies sent to:- 


Foreign Office -~ Mr. Beeley. 
Ministry of Supply - My. Be Haynes. 


- Mr. Wede Orr. 
Poreign Office - Mr. ddfien. 
Ministry of Oivil Aviation 
ed Mr. Leda Dunnett 
bad bed ” bad ~ Registry Tels. 
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TELEGRAM 


z INWARD 
| TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLUNIES 


Cypher (0.T.P.) ck: aD 


FROM PALESTINE (Gen. sir A. Cunningham) 


D. een January, 1948, - 
R. 25th . 15.15 hrs, 


LA 
No. , cret, 


Addressed to S. of 8. 
Repeated to B.M.E.0. Cairo (for Air Vice Marshal 
Sir W. Havers, No, 78). 


~:a2uasa fay 


Your telegram No. 309. 
Sale of aircraft to Aviron. 


. My information is that this sale was effected 
through Middle East Disposals and as part of a long term 
policy. This Government was not canaulted. If understand 
further that the sale was effected in the open market 
after soxtracts to tender had been sent to the Arabs 2s 
well as to other purchasing concerns, 


97989 / tue 


In these circumstances, and provided the truth 
is known, I do not feal that there need be undesirabis 
reaction, . 
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Copies sent to:~ 


NOQNO? 


Foreign Office Beelecy. 
Ministry of Supply g. Haynes, 
et % ft Wied. Orr, 
Foreign Office kddex, 
Ministry of Civil Aviation Ld, Dunnstt, 
" Registry Tels, — 
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@. INWARD TELEGRAM 


a 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


22923/42/3/KB 
Cypher (0,T.P.) 


TQ PALESTINE (Gen, sir a, dale : 


Sent 2hth January, 1948. 22.00 hrs, 
CORRE aap 
IMMEDIATE | 
No. %9 Secret, 


Addressed to High Commissioner, Palestine, 
Repeated to B.M.E.0. No, 2 (for Air Vice Marshal 
Sir W. Havers). 


My telegram No. 2)5, 


Palestine Airways, 


Ministry of Supply now confirm 
21 aircraft to Aviron, Latter took delivery ane 
21st January, Poreign Office gravely concerned about 
effect of this on Arab Qtates and I should be grateful fop 
your observations if bossible by Monday morning and any 
suggestions for retrieving the situation, 


cs cr “eR EN ..2 te rree - 


Copies sent to-~ 


Foreign Office 
tt 
Edden, 
Ministry of supply , E. Haynes 
tt bi 9 W a. Orr : 


Ministry of Civil Aviation Ld. Bunnett, © 
: " Registry Tels, 
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Distribution :-— 


Copies to :— 


28th January 


Despatched 


Your telegram Noe 190. 

Ministers are gravely concerned by the 
consequences of the disposal of these aircraft. 
There is evidence of strong resentment in the 
Arab States at what must seem to them a major 
Geparture from our policy of neutrality. The 
fact that we have disposed of these planes 
also makesit more difficult for the Foreign 
Secretary to argue in favour of the maintainance 
of the U.S. embargo on supplies of arms,'or to 
hold back the Arab Governments from open 
intervention in Palestine. 

Ze I have, therefore, agreed to examine 
urgently the possibility of recovering these 
planes... If you have power to requisition 

you should at once endeavour to do so unless 

you see overwhelming objections to this 

course. If you consider such action impossible 
I should be glad to know what alternative 
proposals you have Poe icpiiieing these 
aircraft, permanently if possible but at least 


until the Mandate has terminated. 
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NOTHING 
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Wt.14696/147 


(33654) 


Registry 
No. 


Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidential. 
Restricted. 
Open. 


Draft. 


Sir T. Lloyd, C.M 
Colonial Office. 


From: 


Sir Orme Sargent. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1 Le 
LAE sama, 1948. 

I believe our two Departments have been 
in consultation on the situation created by 
the recent sale to /tme Jewish company in 
Palestine of 21 Auster aircraft. Since 
the United Nations took a decision on Palestine 
which nas (sotramed) the whole Arab world, 
we have been trying to dissuade the Arab 
Governments from adding to the High Commission- 
er's difficulties in Palestine. We are 
now faced with /the serious threat that the 
United States Government may lift in favour 
of the Jews f the embargo which they imposed 
on the 5th December on all shipments of 
arms to the Middle East. If these efforts 
are to succeed we must be able to show that 
we have not 6ffendedtourselves by supplying 
either side in Palestine with equipment of 
substantial military value. In the case 
of the Arabs, it is useless for us to attempt 
to influence their policy unless they can 
be made to feel that we are doing nothing 
to assist t:.e United Nations and the Jewish 
Agency in implementing the plan of partition. 
Ze News of the disposal of these 21 Austers 
must seem to the Arabs to be a major departure 
from our policy of neutrality, and an 


indication of pro-Zionist sympathy; it is 


“useless, so far as public opinion in the 


Arab States is concerned,to explain that the 
Sale occurred owing to a technical inadvertence 
and is not an expression of the policy of H.M. 
Government. 

36 It does not seem to us that /damage done 


by this transaction can be repaired short of 
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physical recovery of the planes. Is therefo qi 
hope you will agree to send a telegram to 

the High Commissioner asking him to examine 
urgently / the possibility of recovering 

them, and if he thinks this impossible to make) 
alternative proposals. I enclose a Graft 
Rote; indicating the lines on which we should 
like hie to approach the High Commissioner. 
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Distribution :— 
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_~GONPESENT TAD 


Addressed to. beytad. Telegram ER hae 


BELRUT. 
Repeated for information to Cairo, Bagdad, ° 


Jedda, Damascus, Amman, B.ME.O., Jerusalem. 
Telegram. Your telegram No. 60 L of the 2oth January; 
IN Osis ie lee aateen sale of aircraft to a Jewish Company). 
(Date) 3 It is a fact that 21 AUSTZR aircraft have 


Repeat to :— been sold by the British Stores Disposal 
7 


Cairo, PT wission in the iiiddle Wast to the Avirong 


igdad, 1A 
Jedda, 75 Palestine Aviation Company. 
Damascus, 57) , 
Amman , (0 Ze In answering questions on this transection 
B.A , 7 Je | @) a 
Jerwsalem an. you should ;oint out that allthese aircraft 
were not only a | but also unservicable. 
Their sale Was effected in the open market after 
/notifications to tender had been sent to arab 
as well as other purchasing concerns, and the 
highest tender was accepted. 
de Although the aircraft Were not classified 
and 
as military material,/their sale was not incon- 
Cypher. Sistent with our policy of denying military 
Supplies to either side in kalestine, it is 
recognised that the transaction will be 
criticised and steps have now been taken to 
prevent the transfer of any further aircraft 
DIPLOMATIC 
to either Jews or Arabs in Palestine, 
For your own information, /No gurea will be 
: Li for the #4 AUSTERS, and no assistance 
Copies to :— supplied AUSTERS, Ss 2 
will be given in servicing them. }: @he Palestine 
Government are e+ee examining the possibility 


of withholding flying licenses | KK. Austers 


[Faire md] Mbaad frre ~ ‘my MWS FF, 


So 


a 


| 
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En clair POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION Fj /,4 | ! 
BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFIC 


Mr, Houstoun-Boswall 26 JAN 1368 J 
No, 60 D. 12.59 p.m. 25th January, 1918 
25th Jamary, 1%8 $k. 1.22 p.m. 25th January, 1928 


Repeated to Jerusalem 
Cairo 
Jedda 
Amman 
Bagdad 
‘Damascus 
Cairo B.M.E.O. 


IMMEDIATE 


Following from Agence France ‘resse is reproduced in 
local newspapers of 25th January. 


[Begins] 


London, 24th January. The London press this morning 
discloses that the Jewish Agency have bought 21 two-seater 
airoraft from R.A.F. surplus. English Ministry of 
Supplies was informed of this transaction too late to 
cancel it, Jewish Agency having already taken delivery of 
the airoraft from the R,A.F. base in Palestine. [Ends]. 


2. If, as I expect, this incredible story has no 
foundation I hepe that it will be denied officially 
without delay. a 


Foreign Office only. Please pass to Jerusalem as 
my telegram No. 15. 


Caire only. Flease pass to B.M.E.O. as my 
telegram No. 19. 


[Copies sent to Colonial Office for repetition 
te Jerusalem]. 


ddddddd 
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[This oly Serine of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and mot passed oa) 


Cypher/OTP DIPLOMATIC 
SBURET + os 
: FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BEIRUT 
No./2 

rad February ,1928, De 3010 aome 4th February,1948. 


Repeated to Cairo No.1// 
Bagdad No.129. 
Jedda Noe/5 
Damascus No.5/ 
Anmen No.60 
B.MeEO. Cairo No.103 
Jerusalem (via Colonial Office) 


ae 


REGEN eRER aa 


Addressed to 
sree epeated for P 
amascus, Amman, B.M.H.0., Jerusalem. 


Your telegram Ne.60 [of the 25th January; sale of 
aircraft te a Jewish Company]. 


It is a fact thst 21 AUSTER airoraft have been seld 
by the British Steres Dispesal Missien in the Middle Bast 
to the Aviren Palestine Aviatien Cempany. 


2, In answering questiens en this transactier you 
sheuld peint eut that all these aircraft were net enly 
unarmed, but alse unserviceble. Their sale was effeeted 
in the epen market after invitations te tender had been 
sent te Arab as well as ether purchasing Cceneerns, and the 
highest tender was accepted. Ne spares will be supplied 
fer the AUSTERS, and ne assistance will be given im 
servicing then. | 


3, <Altheugh the aircraft were net classified as military 
material, ané their sale was net incensistent with eur pelicy 
ef denying military supplics te either side in Palestine, 
it is recegnised that the transactien will be criticised ane 
steps have new been taken te prevent the transfer ef any 
further aitoraft te either Jews er Arabs in Palestine, Fer 
your ewn infermatien the Palestiné Gevernment are 
examining the pessibility of withholding flying licenses 
for the AUSTERS. -f 


[Cairo only]. Please pass as my telegram No.10303. 
QSQQ 
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Your Ref. . 


391340 040934 


Dear Beeley, 9 af at JAN 8 f 


With reference to my letter of the 19th January 
regarding the export of aircraft to Palestine, I enclose 
@ copy of a letter of the 23rd Jamuary from Shackleton & Co. 


I should be glad to have your advice on the nature 
of the reply to be sent. 


-:auasafay 


I am giving this letter the same circulation as 
my letter of the 19th Jamary. 


Yours sincerely, 


‘391440 GY¥0934 
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He Beeley, Esqe, CoBek., 
Eastern Department, 
Foreicn Office, 
Setlete 


NOONO? 


EL. COPY, 


5 | W.S. SHACKIETON LOD., 
175, Piccadilly, 
WSS.2907 London, We1. 
Ex.43/46/air 3(b). i 


For the attention of Mr, i4¢ Haynes, 


linistry of Supply, 
Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


23rd Jamary, 1948 


Dear Sirs, 


at 


BXPOUT OF AIRCRAYT 20 PaLISTING. 


Ke, Joe Oa eee 


T 


We thanis you in acknovledring receipt of vour letter of the 46th 
.nstant and note with extreme surprise and rerret that rou are not prepared 
to grant Sxport Lice:ces in respect of the considerable number of Aircraft, 
ingines and Snare Parts which we have boucht for exnort to Pilestine, 


33143450 040934 


Z 
ch I. 


We are unaware that any official embar-o exists on such exnorts 
and we were under the impression that such orders for civil aircraft, etc., 
would be welcomed by your Ministry and the Dosrd of Trade. Our re-resentatives, 
who nad been in dail: touch with these Ministries since January Oth, ‘vere 
viven verbal assurances that these Sxc-ort Licences vould be availoble and 
dates were inlicated - "ro or three dars ahead", "in tyventy four hours", 


"by tonorroy","this oftsrnoon" and so fortl.. 


~iaduasafay 


It seems to us obvious iat this unfortunate Cceision mist have 
Docu made as a result of the vresent tension is Pi iestine and that such 
uvecision was influenced Lz +he Colonial Office or the Forei n Offics, 
Unfortunately we have been civen no resson for this decision “aud it is vossible 
that the officials who made it vere unaware of ull ‘he Pacts, since we have 
aot been given an oz sortunity to state them vor dia they perhaps know of 
the implications of the present cage, 

“G therefore propose to .0 over some of ‘he main and relevant 
“acts involved:~ 


v989/ tue O4— 


(1) The aircraft concerned, DH. TIt:R (ONS, Av: , 
Percival P2OCTCR uid 2 DH, RaPlbs, are essai ly obsolete 
Wooley sircruft of pre=war desirn and of lov «erformance, 
“her are to be used Zor trainin: surposes in Palestine and they 
cannot cy any stretch of inasinstion be considered a: an whinge 
except civil aircraft, 


‘391440 040934 
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(2) B/Lt. HeG. Tursz-Fredkins is the accredited representative of the 
Jewish Azency and has been instructed to purchase aircraft for the 
State of Palestine wherever ther mayy be available. He is an 
exeRelel’. officer with considerable flxinj;; exverience during the war, 

The Jewish Avency has at its disposal credits in American dollars 
(and therefore available for conversion in“o any Pora of currene;’) 
for a sum anounting to over $400,000,000 to be snent over a oeriod 
of 12 months. 
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(3) F/Lt. Fredkens prefers to buy British because of his association 
with the ReasF,, and also on account of the Pact ~hat alnost 
all Jewish pilots, air crews and ground personnel had experience 
and training with British aircraft and engines. 


(4) P/Lt. Fredkens is authorised to purchase civil aircraft and 
equipment exceeding £1,000,000 ana military aircraft for £3 yQ0O ,000, 

If exports of British aircraft are to be stopved, the Jewish agency 
are free to acquire Douglas DAKOTAS now in Frankfurt or they can 
purchase aircraft of any kind in America, 

They also have been offered fighter aircraft of British nanufacture 
from Jugo=Slavia for immediate delivery, If these machines gO to 
Palestine, presumably they will be replaced in the Jugo-Slavia 
Air Force by Russian aeroplanes, 


/(5) 


GS 


(5) The British authorities in Palestine have recently released 
21 British built AUSTER aircraft lying in Palestine, 

This makes a paradoxical position, in that the Auster Compa ny 
in this country would presumably not be permitted to export 
new AUSTER aircraft to Palestine although the same type of 
aircraft are available in that country from British Government 
sources on the spot. 


~m Dow 


A complete programme has been drawn up for the operation of 
Flying Schools, Civil Airlines and an Air Force in Palestine, 
If British aircraft are not adopted at the beginning of the 

new Jewish State, it seems highly probable to us that American 


or other aircraft will be standardised perhaps for a considerable 


period in the future, 


No embasgo on the export of British aircraft will stop the 
entry of aircraft into Palestine, 

F/Lt. Fredkens, is in a position to buy machines now in Africa, 
the ifiddle Yast or other parts of the World and have them 
flown in. 

The writer has had continuous experience of desipnins, building, 
Operating and selling aircraft since 1916 and has travelled 
extensively in the five continents. We are, incidentally, 
the bicgest dealers in used aircraft in surope and we saw at 
first hand the effect of So-called embarros on the export of 
aircraft to Spain during the Civil War, the Para puay-Bolivia 
War, Chinese War ana elsewhere, 

We would emphasise, however, that during these Wars although we 
were in a position to have sold some hundreds of thousands of 
pounds’! worth of aircraft, at no time did we do SO nor did we 
infringe the regulations in any sense, unless the Supply of one 
parachute to a Spanish pilot who called on us in London and paid 
cash for it could be considered as a breach of such regulations! 


(8) The Palestine authorities had intended that BeO.4.C. would 
provide advice in the administration of their Airlines, 
Already we understand their attitude has changed and the contract 
will or may alrcady have been Ziven to K.L MM. 
Further, if these planes already boucht from us are not allowed 


to proceed, orders for lorries, ships and so on will be cancoellea 
also. , 


(9) F/Lt. Predkens also arranged for the training of 24 men by 
Hessrs. Straight Aviation Training Ltd. Dro nen had alread: 
arrived here to commence instruction. 

this contract will now be cancelled, 


(10) Finally, it is to be hoped that on considera t:on of the above 
points the whole Position will be revieved and Uxport Licencas 
cranted, 


We shall be -r:teful therefore if +his letter can be passed to 


the actual oficial cho msde the unfortunate decision Given in -our letter 
of the 16th January, 


Ve shall be sleased to arrang: for -/Lt. Predkens to Visit vou 
acconpanied bry a representative fron this fir: at any time rou wish ang %o 
five anv further information vou mary recuire, 


Yours Poithfullr, 


Mor and on behalf of 
WS. SHackLe gor LD, 


(Sza). 
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Please refer to your letter :i0.8/ Imp and -xp/ S71 
of the 27th Jaenuery, enclosing e copy of » letter from 
--heekleton and Company on the refusal of their spplication 
to export certein aircraft to 2alestine, 


fou will now have eeen the snewer given by the 
Hinister cf ,efenee in the House of Commons on t:@ €th 
-@brusry to a guestion on the recent disposal of aircreft 
to a Jewish Company in relestine, The Hintester's ansver 
réeacs in part ase followe: 


“the ester esircreft reeently sclc to the .wiron 
Pslestine «vietion Company were not only demiliterteed 
before disposal, but were sll in an unserviceable 
condition. Their sele was consequently not inconsistent 
with the policy of denying warlike mterial to both arabs 
and Jews in reloestine, iineé, however, it is possible 
to edept civil aircraft for militery use, ateps heve now 
been tekean to erwure that no Sritia? sireraft will vess 
into -Pae or Jewish hance in relestine so long ss there 
is danger of civil wr in thst country”. 
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I think it should be sufficient tc bring this answer 
to the attention of -hackleton snd  cmpany. 


NOONO) 


i am copying thie letter to iiignam (Loloniel -ffics,, i 
Boe coaldpy (Soard of trede), unnett (Ministry of .ivil a 
a poe «Jiation), ‘ree@an (air Kinistry, «nd Cepdo (~dastralty). 
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Mr. Beeley. 


Auster Aircraft for 
Palestine. 


The Private Secretary at No. 10 telephoned 
to me this morning about the Foreign Secretary's 
minute of the 26th January. After speaking to 
you I tried to get No. 10 to incorvorate in the 
Prime Minister's minute to the Minister of Supply 
the phrases you suggested, but unfortunately the 
minute had already been desnstched last night. 
No. 10 feel that the Secretary of State's minute, 
which implied that the Auster Aircreft were 
covered by the policy directive that arms and 
werlike msterials should be withheld from Jews 
end Aravs in Palestine, was rather misleeding to 
the Prime Minister. 
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The Prime Minister's minute to the Ninister 
of Supply was based on the Secretary of State's 
minute, and No. 10 feel that it invites a rather 
tart reply. They would be glad if we could send 
a further minute to the Prime hinister explaining 
that demilitarised aircraft anveer to have been 
overlooked in the general embargo on the disposal 
of warlike, stores in Palestine, end suggesting 
that thiseRould be remedied. If we do not do 
Something of this kind, they are afraid thet there 
may be an unnecessarily protracted correspondence 
between the Prime Ninister end the Minister of 
Supply before anything is done. Re lo terevld 
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Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 
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Top Secret. : FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
Secret. 
Confidential. 


January, 194g. 


Restricted. 


Open. 


Draft. Mr. Bevin's attention has been drAwn to 
Private Secret- the fact that his minute to the Primf Minister 
No. 10. a No. 48/18 of the 26th January, on She subject 

of the recent sale of aircrart tf a Jewish 

company in Palestine, might be/understood to 

a Ai criticiém of the Miny¥stry of Supply 


From: 
Disposals Mission in the MiAdle East. 


Mr. Henniker. 
2s Mr- Bevin has instrugted me to assure you 
that this was not his iptention. He realises 
that the Disposals MigSion deals with material 
which is by definitign not warlike, and which 
if it had at one t¥fme been of a warlike 
character would hAve been demilitarised before 
Copies to: it passed into heir hands. The aircraft in 
Private Secret- question were fonsequently not covered by the 
serenlar o tice decision that{/all warlike Supplies should be 
Ministry of 
Defence, withdrawn fyom both Arabs and Jews in Palestine. 
Ministry of | 
Supply. 3 The pgintthet Mr. Bevin wished to make 
in his minute was that the sale of these air- 
craft wag nevertheless indistinguishable in 
its efécts from the aale of warlike material 
oni withiry the accepted definition of the words, 
oy and Yhat the incident showed that this defin-— 
itign was not wide enough for the purpose which 
H.M.G. have in mind. It is clearly necessary, 
ig Mr. Beyin's opinion, to extend the strict 
upervision wni.ch fekess exercised during the 
present critical period/ over sales of warlike 
Stores to sales of all material of military 


Value, 


4. I am sending copies of this letter to: 
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PALESTINE 


Prime Minister 


Rumours appeured in the British Press at the 
beginning of this week to the effect that the War 
Disposals Board in the Middle East had sold twenty-one 
Auster Aircraft (these are two-seater reconnaissance 
planes) to a Company controlled by the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine. My Department at once requested the Ministry 
of Supply to issue instructions that all action on sales 
of aircra£t should be suspended and a report submitted. 


The Ministry of Supply took this action, but )have—not—yet 


‘= . - rf a ~ n 
J A J pes ict e Cl owe ~ = e 


~ e 
- Ld CA 


5 y- of 


av: O-bpOTLE-E = bs o io 
| th ‘ rit Learr, at 
rppi ‘felegram arrived too late and heey the alrcraft 
have atreatty been delivered .andtaken—toTei-AviTes 


This sale/ if ite true—that it hes been compte tedy 


is entirely contrary to the policy of His Majesty's 


Government, which is to withhold supplies of arms and 
all warlike material from both Arabs and Jews in 
Palestine. It wel ta give rise to serious resentment 
against us in Arab cvuuntries, and will make it more | 
difficult for me to dissuade the Arab Governments from 
taking precipitate action in Palestine. 

In order that similar incidgnts may be avoided in 
the future, I hope you will feel abie to issue a 
directive to the effect that all transactions involving 
the disposal of material of military value La~er=te the 
Middle East must in future be cleared personally by the 
Minister of Defence, the Secretary of State for the 


Colonies and myself (or in my absence you). 
. 1 / 


‘3914340 GY0934 


NOQNO) 
JITENd 3HL 40 NOISSIWY3d LNO 


“HLIM AVIVITHAVYDOLOHd G39NGON dz 
38 OL LON - HdVYDOLOHd LHD1IYAdOD 


331440 040034 


1) 
a 
rt’ 
Oo 
rt) 
>] 
res 
Ss 
S 
ord 
= | 
a 
orf 
So 
rt) 
Se 
eo] 
a 
@o 
vt 
Cy 
°o 
oO 
fet] 
: 
Ss 
oO 
@ 
= 
oe 
| 


\nister of Defence, the Secretary of State for 


the Colonies and the Minister of Supply. 
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-2- 
taking presipitate action in slestine. 
3- In order th: t similer ineiderts my be avoided in 
the future, I hope you will fcel »ble to issue a 
directive to the effect th t all transactions involving 
the disposal of material of military value for use in 
the 4iddle East mst in future be cleared personally by 
the ‘inister of Defence, the Secretary of tate for the 
Celonies and syself (or in my absence you). 


& I am sending copies of this ninute to the Minister 


of Lefence, the secretary of tate for the Colonies and 
the ‘inister of Supply. 


26th January, 1948. 
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Rumours eppeared in the 5ritish press at the 
vpeginming of lest week to the effect that the ‘ar 
Disposals Soard in the Middle sast had sold twenty-one 


Ageter Alroraft (these are two-e6eater reconnaissance 


planes) to a Company controlled by the Jewish «gency 
for Pelestine. My Departrent at once requeated the 
Ministry of Supply to issue instructions thet all action 
on sales of sireraft shoul: be suspended, and a report 
submi tted. The Miniatry of supply took thia ection, 
but their tclegram arrived too late, and they now learn 
that the aircraft have been delivered. 

2. This sale is entirely contrary to the policy of 
His dajesty’s Sovernnent, which is to withhold supplies 
of erme «nd all warlike usteri»1 from both Arabs and Jews 
in !alestine. It will give rise to serious resent zent 
against us in Arab countries, =d vill make it »ore 


eifficeit for me to dissuade the Arab Govern’ents from 


taking/ 
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INDEXED SERIAL Now 19 fees 


ky attention bus been drawn to the recent 
Sale of twonty-one auster aircruft to a Company 
controlled by the Jewish jgeney for Palestine. 
This sale was contr.ry to the present policy of 
His Majesty's Goverment, wiich is to withhold 
Supplies cf arms and 4ll warlike material 
from both «rabs and Jews in Palestine. 

In order tht similar incidents muy be 
avoided in the future, all transactions involving 
the disposal of material of military value for use 
in the Middle ssst should be clesred personally 
with the foreign “ecretary (or in his absence 
myself), the liinister of Lefence ant the Colonia) 
secretary. 
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SECRET 


S6 


PRIME MINISTER. 


‘Thank you for your mimte of 26th Jamary about 
the recent sale of 21 Auster ‘ircreft to a company 
controlled by the Jewish ‘gency for relestine. 

This snie wns negotiated by the ifinistr, of Supply's 
Middle sast Disposal Organisation based on Ceiro which 
is responsible for the disposal of surplus stores in 
Palestine. The Services de-militarize *11 arms before 
hending them over to this orgenisstioi for cGisposal, 


so the Gisposal by srle of weapons for wer Coes not arise. 


Ths Auster circraft in Frlestine, sfter being 
offered to buyers within and without !rlestine, were 
sold to the highest bidacer. sir °. Cuniinghs: has 
recorded the ovinion tart there need be no undesirable 
puection if it is mede known thet Arebs had mui equal 
cherice of ouying. Th srle by competitive tender of 
unermed light eircraft hac not previously been rezrrced 
as objectionrble or contrsr; to Goverament policy. 

Tastructions heave iow bee. issued to ensure thet 
n further ssies of sireraft tree plrce in the '“4ddle 
west, ena iv further supplusos sre reported the proce cure 
leid dovm in your minute will be followed. 

In acaition to uo, 4 load-esrrying vehicles, the 
oervices estimate thet some idu, wv tons of stores in 
Palestine will be declarec for disposel in the noxt few 
nonths. These will consist mainl, o: engineer stores 
(119,000 tons), contsiners (1o,20. tons), snd ordnence 


stores 
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stores (4,000 tons) with miscellaneous stores from 
the R.A.F. 
As all these stores were provided for the use of 

the services, it follows that they all fell within 

any literal interpretation of the formls "material 

of military value”. I prosume that no such wide 
interpretation is intenced, #nd that special precautions 
are onl; desired for weapons, fighting vehicles and 
aircraft. If it were dusired to eusure thet n%..e of 
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the stores passed directly or indirectly into the 
possession of Jews or «arnsbs in Prlestine, hardly any 

sales would be possible. avaen if oifors were consi dured 
onl, from buyers with ad presses outsice Prlestine, it 
would be impossible to ensure thet the buyers, heving 
acquired the legsel property in the goo.", cic not henc 
them over or resoll to persons in Telestine, A 

convition thet buyers must renove the storus trom 
Felestine would be likely to fail in the face of transport 
difficulties alone, It is almost certains therefore, | 
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thet a decision to plece severe rastrictions upon the 


muiner of ssle would be squivelent to a “ecision that 
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the surplus stores in Yelestine sould be cestroyed. 

The difvicult circumsteuces in ralestine ciscoursge 
hopes of setisfactorily disposing of *11 the stores to 
be duclered surplus, and of obtaining a large revenue 
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from their srle. If, therefor, the vAindiwtry of cunply 
is to meintrin its selling effort, Palestine jiself mst 


be the main outlet, even although external buyers rre 


invitod to compete. 
/I 


o. oe 
ad 5% 


I enclose a copy of an instruction on this 

‘matter which the Ministry of Defence, in consultation 

with the Foreign Office, have sent to Major General Hewer. 
I am sending coples of this mimite to the 

Foreign secretary, the Minister of Lefence, the 

Colonial cecretary, the First cord of the jcnirelty, 

the Secretary of str te for ver end the secreter; of 

otate for Air, 


iinistry of Oupply. 
a3th Jamery, 194, 
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FROM: MINISTRY OF DEFuNCE. LONDON. 
TO : Hee BRITISH TROOPS, PALNSTING. 


DEF 715 | osth Jamusry, 1948. 


Following for General Hewer from secretary » 
‘Ministry of Defence. 

Ministers are greatly concerned by the news that 
21 Austers have been disposed of in Palestine to & 
company controlled by the Jewish jigency. It is true 
that the Auster is 4 small and unarmed 'plane, but the 
possession of a score of these py one side when the 
other sice has none may pe 2 major factor in the type 
of fighting which we anticipate between the arebs ond rs on. : wee wo. 
Jews in Prlestine. ei a 
2 ‘zg also realise thet all material which 1s being 


Ce 
sold by the British stores Disposals Mission is in some 
sense of military values and that consequently a 


complete prohibition on sales of stores of militery 


‘3914450 040934 
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“HLIM AVIWDIHdVA9OLOHd G39NGOY dz 


value in Prlestine would mean that the tission could 
not dispose of anything et ell. line has to be 
drawn betweel ordinary stores and specinl supplies 


which may effect the militery issue and thy disposal of 


NOQNO1 
38 = 
OL LON HdVYDOLOHd LHD IYAdOD 


which to one side may ceuse Ditter resentment on the 

other. 

3. ‘ie do not feel able to define this line more 

precisely in London, and mst leave it to your discretion 

and thet of the Disposals wassion; with wnich we | : | a 7 
| _ Aunderstend | i 


oo 


60 


2 
understand you have already established liaison. For 
your guidance nowever, the sale of these aircraft is 
particularly unfortunate because it is headlined in the 
world’s press, and because it, will consequently add 
greatly to the difficulties of the Foreign Secretary who 
is trying to dissuade the Arab Governments from inter= 


vening directly in Pelestine. 
4. Please therefore examine the situation in consult- 


321440 G40D34 


ation with the Disposals Mission, in order to make sure 
that no similar incident occurs during the remaining 
period of our withdrawal from Palestine. 
Ue We are considering separately whether enything 
can be done to neutralize the effect of the disposal 
of these aircrsft to the Jews. Meanwhile they should 
be denied all speres nud of assistance with servicing. 
6.  kinistry of Supply ask that any ertegories of 
material on which a sales embargo is imposed should 
no longer be ‘eclered surplus by the Services in 
Palestine. 


G “PT TOO 2814252 


D.C.0.2 

Foreign office. 

First Sea Lord. 

ragibeart Control ‘ar orfice. 

Aes ce | 

Chief or Combined Operations staff. 
Chancellor of the poke. ar 
Secretary of State for loniss. 
Minister of Supply. 


NOONOT ‘391440 Q4Y0934 
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TOP SECRET CYPHER TELEGRAM 
WARNING. Tis message must be thoroughly paraphrased if its text is to pa 
‘Tee Departments. 


or communicated outside British or American Servicg_or | 
re-transmitted unparaphrased other than through the Ofoe : 
the message “to be sent in One-Time Pad.”’ Pe. \ 
-=9  tuomO REDE! 
IMMEDIATE TOD 3019402 


From : MINISTRY OF DEFENCh, LOND CN 
To : H.Q., BRITISH TROUPS, PaLESTINE 


a 


DEF 719 20th January, 1948 


Following for General Hewer. 
My telegram No. DEF 7lo of c8th January. 


Foreign Office wish me to emphasise to you 
that any doubtful cases should be referred to London 
for decision. In view of the difficulty of defining 
the categories of stores the disposal of which may 
cause political repercussions, this seems the safest 


procedure. 
CIRC ULATION 


DeGeoe ks 

Foreign Uffice 

First Sea Lord 

Message Control WO. 

A aa ee 

Chief of Combined Ops Staff 
Chancellor of Exchequer 
Secretary of State for Colonies 
Minister of Supply 


~:aJuasafay 


TOU 3018304 
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7 


13898/1/'.6 Saoret. 


Cypher (0,3, Pe ) 


arenas 


£O RALESTING (Gen, Sir A. Cunningham) 


Jen& end February, 1948. 46.47 hye, 


Raw. 40 oP, 


ae ae 


T 


IMMEDIATE 


‘our eitay cee o-+¢ 4 


Addressed High Commissioner voiertine. 
Repeated Be Make Oe NO. Go 


z 
sb | 


four telegram Now 490, 
Auster airorart, 


Minietaura ars GPeyvely conocwensad by sssschhe 
WOneaquenced of @isvosal of these Sivarals, In baytioular. 
tae Yast that we neve eol@ to the seve planes adapted for 
USE ih gucriila warfare nuat 260¢ 6G the Arabs @& mere 
dapariure fron rolicy of neutrality und CONBaEqQuant Ly meas 
Lt move difficult: 2Or he Foreign Geass hocy t0 accuse on 
PAVGuUP Of the metutumance of che U.S. gwiiarac on SPN o.95; 
Of GS or EG held back the Aveh Government fnew open 
eAgiveniies in Pslestins. ~ 


-:9uaiafay 


sv989/ 16 Oi 


ae i have, therefors, been asked is Omari AG Uperan lis 
the possibility of recovering these airerat’t, am, Of con. 
Livly aware thal say attempt to requisition, cozpulger ily ; 
ACGRILS oF othervies aelge then would be Rita raseked 
by the Jews, and you may eonsidesr that thea rigk of emi rol lang 
the Security Forces in open oontiiet with the Feceanam is sy: 
Overwhelming objeetion to aetion or ents Kind, J should, 
however, be grateful for yous early chaervations on tha 
ponsability o° taking such action, If actual seizure ha 
Cut of the question Y should weleone any oraposeis fap 
action which would immobiltee these airoraft either 
permanently or until] the Wandate has Serminateds 


‘39143430 080934 
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NOQNO? 


3 YOu would, I presume, de able at once to take 
drastic aetion against the Alrorart should there be 
evidence that they were being employed ror military or 
QUaB4 emi litary PUrsasesy 
et ee arene ne ttn natant. Fe ORI, OTE EN OTE IN PLU APSE 5 FB TP Le ot wo 


Copies sent tor 
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Fareign Office > lo Orme Sargent. 
A . | Mire Ho Beoley, 
Ministry of Supply = My Eo Beynes. 
ik 54 Mr. 4.0. Orr, 
Ministery of Civil Aviation ~ He. Led. Dunnett, 
18 we pn fit a Regi stry Yeo So 


D> i 


a 


eg ae . Biase, fo al 
li 9 IO Jie] tsa ww) Li ee 


PUREE Ae ate HLS hos 


SO January, 1948, 


The Prime Minister has seen the Minister of 
ly’ ary 29 about the sale of 
& company controlled by the 
, Fg a Palest =i ee &lso seen 
py Ol a telegram se . Ministry of 
Defence to General Hewer, and’ botes that a 


Satisfactory arrangement Seems to have bee 
reached. oe ‘ 


gi Off 


C 
n ( 


» Wa 
» Drew 


JM, Wilson, ESQ. , 
Ministry of Supply. 


pres 


hi a em en an 
t 


Saninaen Gunite 


é 
= 


“2214450 040934 
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ie 
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ONE TiMe P-D 


Desr .5 Feb, 4& 
GS(W)1/9226/5 


From ; War Office D.T.O,. Feb. 


To : C in C MELF 


Info ; HQ Brit. Tps. Palestine 
SECRETOGG8] GS(W)4 


Subject Disposal Stocks Dannert Wire on Evacuation Palustine . Ref your 
45089 SD1B of 8 Jan 48 , We have no objuction to local disposal as 
suggested but in view of :Jinister of Defence's telegram DEF 715 of 28 
Jan to Palestine only for Goneral loweF consider you shoula consult 
latter who is responsible for supervising, disposal of stores in 
Palestine in accordance with H.G policy . 
IMPORTANT. Copies to; 

DDMD (A) Q(AE) 2,5 

Col GS(W) ES‘ 

Ord 1,7(2) 


NGOF 
MGOF(R). 


Message Control 


NOGNOT ‘39143430 GY0934 
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Regist = 
Number J. & 1603 6006/3) 
TELEGRAM FROM 

Tac 


No. (peace. ) 
Dated me 
Received | 3 Set 


in Registry 
A St. 


Last Paper. 
K IAS 


References. 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 
SK. Kelkurns (co/ 
LP Box ° 


RA" . 
hr. 77, 


yes 


| 
MOK | 


A SSS eS si SSS, 


(Action 


Yt : 


Next Paper. 
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E1600: 
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PALESTINE 4 FEB 1943 


Qup [Pt pg Oot 


* Brow AF tr bo (410° 6 fine fy) 


(Minutee.) 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cypher/OTP DEP ART MENTAL 
FROM JEDDA TO FOREIGN OFFICE 

dr. Trott De 10. 30 a.m. 4th February, 1948, 

Sot February, 1948, Re 10. 37 am. &th February, 1948, 

Repeated to Arab posts 


Jerusalem 


British iiiddle Bast Office Cairo.& 


IuPORTANT | 
SECRET 


y 
fv bos i feaifs, 


Beirut telegram No. 60 to you. 


Official in charge of winistry of Foreign Affairs came 
to see me late on the evening of February 1st and enquired 
about this report which he said had come to the notice of 
the King. He asked whether this meant that we hed aband- 
oned our policy of neutrality. As I had not at that time 
seen Jerusalem telegram No. 207 to Beirut (191 to the 
Colonial Office) I said I would enquire into the truth or 
otherwise of the report.’ a Ue 


2. During my interview with Amir Faisal on February 4th 

I gave him the factual information contained in Jerusalem 
telegram which clearly could not be concealed. He was 
obviously perturbed at the occurrance and not at all 
mMollified about the fact that aircraft are not warlike stores, 


., _ Cairo please pass British Middle. Bast Office Cairo as my 
telegram No, 22, 
[Copy sent to iB. Secretariat ] 4. Fr 


eo “Ty 
222 | | 4% 
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1943 


PALESTINE 


Fired eG wees) My Y J. (eG A f J ae. 
TELEGRAM FR la = rf “ale rnnfeasfu ' § ie Meee 


No. Uk ef 
Dated Mf tw, fork 


Received ) S40 


in Registry | vA 
4 


) ee 


Last Paper. 
(60 3 


References. 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


(Action 
completed.), 


idl, 


Next Paper. 


(G6 0 
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Cypher/OTP 


Ne, 540 D. 19.10 am. Sth February,1948 
-4th February,1948 R, 6.15 a.m Sth February, 1948 


Repeated to Washingten 


JMPORTANT 
ddressed te Fe Office tele 
4th Fevruary repeated te Washingten, 


Yeur telegram Ne, 416 te Washingten. 


In censultatien with B.I.S. we have dene what 
we Can te secure publicity fer the reply contained in 
your telegram Ne. 1417 te Washingten. t is enly fair 
be repert hewever that the decument was received b 
Inany ef the press at United Natiens headquarters with 
uncencealed amusement especially last sentence, 
fi 2 » 


- 888 6 '; 
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COPY. 


BRITISH AVIATION BUREAU, 
15, Craven Street, 


EBHH/KD. Strand, W.C.2. 


29th January, 1948. 


Ministry of Supply, 


Aircraft Section, 
Thames House, 
Millbank, SeWeie 


Dear Sirs, 
Attention Mre Dicksone 
We herewith wish to apply for an Export Licence to 
export ten Miles Aerocans ~ civil freight aircraft, from 


this country for our clients the General Council for Jewish 
Aviation in Palestine (The Aviron Company). 


We have been promised a delivery date from Miles Aircraft 


Ltd., of eight weeks. ‘Therefore if you would be kind enough 
to expedite this Export Licence we would esteem it a favour. 


As you are probably aware the Aerovan is purely a small 
civil twin engined freighter with a payload of some 1,500 lbs. 
which the above Company wish to purchase for the movement of 
freight from place to place in Palestine. 


Yours faithfully, 
BRITISH AVIATION BUREAU. 


(Sga) E.B.H. HALL. 
Managing Director. 


331440 040934 
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ass { Ampnop, Lonpox. y: - MINISTRY OF SUPPLY, ~——~ 


. sr, 7 
come Reaey 7 


oo 
MILLBANK, D, 
I 


PHONE: FRANKLIN 2911. 
’ 


Your Ref. 2 .  ? S.W 
fee M969 u 
3 te gs J 1948. 


Dear Beeley, 


I enclose a copy of a letter of the 29th January 
from the British Aviation Bureau from which you will note 
that this concern wish to apply for export licences for ten 
Miles Aerovans for Palestine. 


The Aerovan is a small freighter or passenger 
aircraft, powered by two 155 HeP. Blackburn Cirrus Major 
engines. It can carry approximately one ton of freight or 
nine passengers and is a purely civil type. 


I feel that, if the export of any aircreft to 
Palestine is to be permitted at the present time, this is one 
of the types to which no objeotions should be raised, sitice 
it cannot be regarded as a type adaptable for combat or 
training purposes. 


I should be grateful for your comments. 


I am copying this letter and enclosure to Higham 
(C.R.0.), Coulary foard of Trade), Dunnett (MeVeA.), Wing 
Commander Freeman (Air Ministry) and Cardo (Admiralty). 


Yours sincerely, 


Ad 
4 4 i 


cs : PO ar’ 
; o ai L —f 
Le ; 
H, Beeley, Esq., CoB Eo, 


Eastern Department, —————————— 
Foreign Office, 
London, SoWeie 
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NOQNO? 


PUREIGN PPI, ole / 


LCth rebruary, 1968, 
(S 166:/648/31) 


ra 2: 


391440 QY0D34 9179 


‘. | 
Gee bs, oP ie a 


Flease refer iG. G/ lap and -xpy 378/ 
Air 3(b) ef the Sr ing & eopy of an 
eppliestion fres : ion Bureau for liecnees 
to export certain airersft to valeatine, 


as Is 
7th Pebruary, 
eimiler enqguir 
@ivil wer in ? passed, by 4 
lyn .aeae in the ‘iouse of LO@m—Ons 
the 4th ‘ebruery, in the couree of which the Ministry 
of -efenee seid tiat no British aircraft would be 
Sllowed to pass into ..reb or Jewish hance in ialeatine. 


J am copying txis letter to -ighem (colonial ffice), 
LOuldry (Soard of Fads), -unnett (Ministry of . ivi) 
“Wistion), *reemen ( ir *inietry, an@ Cardo (.dmiralty). 


"391440 040934 


NOONO? 


Ministry of  wupply. 


PALESTINE 


Heaps f lewyfl. oe 
MQ. AF MED M be th Ox’ rir fart 


und AIK US of hh fhe 
daporal of of KA Lf nthe 


Received 


in Registry 


Paper (Minutes.) 
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{ 
| 
| DISPOSAL CF AMERICAN LEND-LEASE AIRCRAFT TO 
| LSTINE 
This may easily turn out to be quite 
| as tricky a case as that of the Austers,. 
Unfortunately, the attached telegram from 
the 2.4.F. Headquarters in the Kiddle East 
is not at all clear. I have asked Lr. Low 
to send a ost immediate telegram inquiring:- 


How many aircraft are involved, 
where they are, 
whether they are serviceable, 


How far the act of transfer to the 
United States authorities has gone, 


3913450 0490932 


hr. Low recognised that ywhatever might 

be the legal Ownership of the aircraft, we 
bear the responsibility in local Opinion for 
their disposal if they are seen being taken 
away from R.a.F. airfields like the Austers. 
I sugsested that we wulght have to try and 
arrange to deliver them elsewhere to the 
americans and fly them away from Falestine 
for this purpose. This, however, depends on 
whether they are serviceable and whether the 
RAS. Can spare the pilots to fly them away. 
I pointed out to iw. Low that in a matter of 
this Laportance it “ight be necessary for the 
Cabinet to direct the Air Force to provide the 
necé€ssary personnel, 


THIS MARGIN. 
-:aQuasafay 


IN 


I have also asked lhir. Low to instruct 
Liddle Hast to hold yu; any action in regard 
to the trunsfer or disposal of these aircraft 
until they receive further instructions,when 
the matter has been Considered here in the 
light of their further report. 


Os Muck 
J.G. 5. Beith. 


Mo gpling | Oth February, 1948, 
North Amer iggh tet fa 
! q arin awl Coppa ater as . 
Then Werett swf f anuk ‘ 
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. 


(02ggq6—2707t) Wh. s7zag—tr98 seu, 20/47 TS. 700 


ust first be hrased if it is necessary to publish 
econ ide British or United States 


WARNING.—This cypher message m 
ked ‘One-Time Pad" 


its text or to communicate it to persons outs 
Government Services and Departments. Messages mar 


or “O.T.P.” are excepted from this rule. 


! 


\D 
EE ic67! 


CYPHER ! 
Hi I y 
(Recd Rotistry Telogrars 6th Januafy, FEB. 4F 


HQ Ral’ i@D/. .B.. 
Air Ministry, Lenden. 


gX.3835 /kth February. 


IMPORT.NT. 
SECRET. 


Exclusive f or abeste Oe C. From PROU 


-:aJuasafay 


Your OX.1489 28tn Januxry. 


Disposel of austcr aircraft was effected in 
accordance with instructios receive. in air iinistry, Londen, Signal 
005260 20th lay, 1%7 (.) Details of aircraft, tugetner with Lseation and 
condition were furnishc2 to British stereos Jisy; sal missicn in tnis 
Headquarters MED/i..E. /S76581/8/mA 9th July, 47 (.) 
air Ministry was reminded in this Hescquarters sism.1 QX.39%46 dated 8th 
October 47 that all auster V in ld in Beypt and Levant hed been submittcd to 
British stores disposal mission fur site. 
token by tnis Hevdqusrters regarding 


Ze No action Wis 
os it was asuumcd tust tnis was entirely tac 


linitsticn of conditicns of sale, 
responsibility of the Ministry -f Supply. 


There are now Gleven Lodestars and fiftcen 
offer for surrender to the U.S. Forcim Liquidaticn 
aceorasnce with wir iinistry Instructions (.) 


36 


Dakota IV aircraft on 
Conmissiwner Cnirs, in 
British cmbass: are apprehensive as ty possible purchasers of these 
airorsft and are approaching Foreign Office, Is any action required t> 
restrict tho disposal of these sirersft or is this purely . matter of 
American Concern, .- 

Timc of orisin.e 0406212, Cvpics to tausd (action 2 copics) 


Authority FS/a.n.d.0. 
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NOONO? 


Recireulated Recistry Teluzrvas 9th Bebruary, 1940. 


Copies to t- seis SeO.(Action)(2 copius) 


S.6, 


9. 


Foreign Office (ir Sc tt Stephens). 
Coloniz:l Office (Mr. Fermey). 


Note.—In the interests of economy, both sides of this sheet should be used. 


A.M. Form 1700 | (S40) We. 82406—Q0004 125m 4 sorts 10/43 G.SSt. Gp ene 
. SECRET 
ny r | . 


WARNING.—This cypher message must first be paraphrased if it is necessary to publish 
Its text or to communicate it to persons outside British Government 
Services and Departments. Messages marked One-Time Pad: “O.T.P.” 
are excepted from this rule. : 


KX.10870. 
(Recd. Regy. Tels. 7th February 1928) 
FRM: = HO. MED ME. 


TOs = AIR MINISTRY , LONDCN ° 


IMPCRTANT SECRET. 


AIX .275. February 7th. 


Your AX.1631 4 Feb. 


A) 11 Lodestars(?) and 15 Dakotas 

B) Aircraft in Maintenance Units in Keypt 

C) Aircraft can easily be made serviceable to fly away 

D) Aircraft have been offered to Americans under Lease 
Lend agreenent for disposal of equipment, and they 
have indicated that they wish to dispose of these 
aircraft themselves. Nothing known here about 
Dollar cxpenditure involved in re-possessing, but in 
this connection suggest you consult AMSO. See also 
this H.Q. Signal ¢.3835 of 4 Feb. exclusive for AMSO. 
fron Ae Ovosie 


26 Once aircraft are sold, RAF. have no further control over 
them and delaying tactics would be difficult, 


Time of origin C7093CZ. 
COPIES TO:- 


$.6. (Action) (2 copies) 3 P.S. to S. of Se3 PeSe to eM eSeole3 
PeSe. to VeCoAeS.3 AeGeleSe (P) (2 copies); D. Pol. (AS) (2 copies) ; DeDoO. (A); 
S.9 (Supply); Foreign Office (Mr. Scott Stephens); Colonial Cffice (Mr. Formoy). 


Note.—in the interests of economy, both sides of this sheet should be used. 
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No. AsBry 8411. 
x2 19 MINISTRY, 


KING CHARLES STREET, 
a 


~ ev) o/s Ke 6. 
WHITEHALL, S.W.1. 
Sa nT 


EN Ae Rio 
Hey Breyny TA af iN 
ee 


T enclore a Cony OF a tele: ram cule 4th 
Jebruary white ve Ove pecetive PaO tei Saree 
Nigra: abort Se nosstht ee Of The Cisnosal of 
Svrnlus Lend /Lrase sirore ft 3 aa he’s Gal. Anerican “Leld 
Ticuteation Cormitestoner in si Picele 


4 


ino view o* Clie Primes }] Winisterts Cilrective Cated 
AMERY ebout the CLeposad oy ebepial of hia Litary 
eG Marine -tccle Lilt, eC ay Clink it 
SU Cft tit aetion ehoulu be taken Dy 
cton to tesue Lnetruc tions EO. Ec Anérican i@Meld 
Cat ‘Lon Commis fSloner not toa Clenoce of these aircraft, 
vere POnsibhle thet thea atvrere "th ana SHLIL located 


, = VP anette eel beta tet trate 
ue e, 5 ae 


ad 
ae 


ee 


® 
Bas ee 
al 
a 
w 


eg Si Met alee £ thay meer hoawa 


af 
CA OOO 16 on. aie “~srdcan authorities some time 
-@ Should he C1éecC te tnoy eaether you wish US 00 
tO ensure thet tnese elperert ere not PeEMOvec. 
Me GL elie lon Poy Sale to deve op Arabs such 
action woule be likely tc be Lollowecé Dy political repere 
cussions, anc vou wilt arnprociate therclore that we would 
not wish to do anything in the matter without the Cirect 
authority of the “oreten Secretary. 
Ioam sencing a cony of thie letter to “OPMOYV 
at the Colonial OCFiee: 


~ours cinecrely, 


 . / a 


are e LO%7) 


Scott “tenhens, "sr 
sae Office, 
owning ctreet, 


Se 7 , e 


ae 
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Registry a 
[3 ( 11th February, 146, _, re 
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Confidential. . a 
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Despgfthed =» 


Draft. 
Addressed to Washington Tel No 1752p 308 ju 
WASHING TON 
Repeated for information to 
BeM-B-O- 
Enbassy Cairo 


Telegram. UK tel NN. 


Confidential. 


391450 040934 


11 Lodestérs and 15 Dakotas, at present 
Repeat to :— 
in British Maintenance Units in Egypt, have been 


MARGIN. 


/r offered to the U.S. Field Liquidation Office 
/BM-B.0-/S5O 


THIS 


under lease-lend agreement for disposal of 


J sroassy Cairoy equipment anc the Liquidation Office have 


IN 


intimated that they wish to dispose of these 
‘aircraft themselves .- grese Aircraft could 
easily be made serviceable. In view of the 
importance of preventing their Be for juse in 
Palestine, R-A.F. Headquarters Midule Bast have 


been instructed to delay their transfer for 


14 days repeat 14 days in order that you should 
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be able to give adequate advance notice to the 


State Department(™ Care Mey have net alvest, 


Distribution _ 4 of tre . t) - | 
2. Please ask the State Department for 


Cypher. 
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NOONOT 


Depar tental assurance that these aircraft will not be 


| a ree disposed of for use in Palestine. For your 
NaS 
pre 


inf orma tion, it would be virtually impossible 
veluvn to A owes (ip 
us to prevent their Wpynwefer/even if we were 


Copies to :— willing to accept the necessary dollar 


Air Ministry expenditure. We assume, however, that U-5S- 
(ur. Weak orem) Govt. will agree to take the necessary 


precautions/ 


(33654) Wt.14696/147 100,000 (6/47 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 


‘sy 
< ad 
hey. 


precautions in disposing ‘of the aircraft, anni 
mt UW wo 
Ir have to be made clear 
that, after the 14 days’ delay has elapsed, 
the responsibility for their disposal is 


entirely American. 
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(365) We. 25886/149 100m. 


W-W. Green, 
Air Ministry, 
Bush House. 


7 ae . ~ I L E (3 fi Sl 
3. i 


Lith February, 1948. 


Dear Green, 

We have now seen Midcle Hast 
Headquarters’ telegram AIX 275 of February 7 
about lend-lease Lodestars and Dakotas which are 
due to be handed back to the U-S.- Field 
Liquidation Office in Egypt. 

As I explained to you on the telephone, 
H.M.G. and the U.S. Govt- are in constant touch 
on the subject of anevencine material of 
military value from entering Palestine. We 
are very anxious for our part to avoid any 
repetition of the Auster Case ana it is of 
great importance that these more serviceable 
aircraft should not reach Palestine through 
any action of ours. 

Now that your Ministry have instructea 


Headquarters Midale Hast to delay the transfer 


of these aircraft for 14 Gays, we shall be able 


to give the U.S- authorities sufficient advance 
warning for the responsibility of treats” disposal 
to be placed squarely on their shoulders. 

I enclose a copy of the telegram we are sending 


to Washington. 
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“= FOREIGN OFFICE, 3.W. 1. 


13th February, 1948, 
(zs 1961/648/31) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Dear Green, 


371440 040234 


about lend] ease 
to be handed back 
On Office in Egypt. 


AB I explained to you on the telephone, His 
Majesty's Government and the United States Government 
are in constant touch on the subject of preventing 
material of military value from entering Palestine. We 
are very anxious for our part to avoid any repetition 
Of the Auster case and it is of great importance that 
these more serviceable aircreft should not reach 
Palestine through any action of ours. 


Now that your Ministry have instructed Headquarters 
Middle ast to delay the transfer of these aircraft for 
fourteen days, we Shall be able to Sive the United States 
authorities sufficient advance warning for the 
responsibility of disposal to be Placed Squarely on their 
shoulders, I enclose a copy of the telegram we are 
sending to Washington, 


{ CUO ann 


4) 
a wd 
LP { Tae 


WoW. Green, kseq., 
Air Ministry. 
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Confidential 


OM FOREIGN CE TO WASHINGTON 


NO. 17 De 840 pem. 12th February, 1948 
ebruary, 1948 


Repeated to British Middle East Office No. 150 
Cairo Noe 240 
United Kingdom Delegation New York No. 641 


Ii ORT 


CONFIDENTIAL 


1759 of 12th 

February, repea or information to s e fast 
Office, Cairo (Embassy) and United Kingdom Delegation iNew 
York, | 

ll Lodestars and 15 Dakotes, at present in British 
Maintenance Units in Egypt, heve been offered to the 
United States Field Liquidation Office under lease-lend 
agreement for disposal of equipment and the Liquidation 
Office have intimated that they wish to dispose of these 
aircreft themselves. Aircraft could eaSily be made 
Serviecable. In view of the importance of preventing 
their sale for srab or Jewish military use in Palestine, 
RAF. Headquarters Middle Rast have been instructed to 
delay thetr transfer for 14days (repeat 14 days) in order 
that you should be able to give adequéte edvance notice 
to the State Department (in case they have not already 
got the facts). 


de Please ask the State Department for assurance 
that these aircraft will not be disposed of for use in 
Palestine. For your infor.ation, it would be virtually 
impossible for us to prevent their return to United States 
ownership even if we were willing to accept the necessary 
dollar expenditure. ive assume, however, that United States 
Goverment will agree to take the necessary precautions 
in disposing of the aircraft. If not it would have to be 
made clear that, after the 14 days’ delay has elapsed, 
the reSponsibility for their disposal is entirely smerican. 


[Copy sent to Middle Fast secretariat]. 
PPP 
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Next Paper. 
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~“ 
Cypher/OIrp DIPLOMATIC, 


FROM JEDDA TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 


Mr. Trott, D. 5.00 Pm, 14th February, 1948, 
No, 72. R. §.55 p.m, 14th February, 1948, 


| ; : 
14th February, | F ? 7 " 
! 


Repeated to ‘ erusalen and rdb BitkbenT Stee , 
amascus ; e 
: ‘East Office Cxtre; a 
CONFIDENTIAL, 


Addressed to Foreign Office tele ram 
No, 72 of February 14th, repeated for 


information to Jerusalem and Saving to 
Beirut, Damascus, Cairo, British Middle Kast 
Office Cairo, Amman and Bagdad, 


Your telegram No, 72 to bei rut: Auster 
aircraft, 


In conversation on February 9th with 
official temperarily in charge of liinistry 
of Foreign Affairs, I referred te these 
aircraft and infermed him that they were 
unserviceable and that the Government of 

alestine were providing ne facilities fer 
their repair, 


555 


Pim 
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Next Paper. 


2) CY | £26513 ~F.O.P. 


=< &? 


CoLoniat Office, 
Cuurcnw House, 
Great Smitn Street, 8.W.1. 


SEED 
aa eas: February,1948,. 
Vier sare h 4 e: ) 4 ( | 

+ We 


You wrote to me op (Ry esth of January 
about the recentmaREBrlBBalrcrart to a Jewish 


«® 


Company in Palesterret:: 


&. YOu will have seen trom the Hi 
Commissioner's telegram No.302 in reply to our 
telegram No.423 (further copies of which are 
enclosed) that the repercussions of that sale 
upon the security situation in Palestine are not 
likely to be as serious as had been feared. 


5. You will see that the High Commissioner 
considers that any attempt, short of the use of 
force, tO recover them would be unlikely to be 
Successtul, and that the General Officer Commanding 
is in fact unwilling to contemplate the use of 
force though, if definite evidence should be 
forthcoming that the aircrart are being employed 
for military or quasi-military purposes the General 
Officer Commanding would be prepared to take all 
necessary action. 


4. While I fully appreciate your apprehensions 
about the probable effect of this sale in the 
United States and in the Arab countries I do not 
Teel that we can press the High Sommissioner 
further to take action to recOver these aircraft. 


oO. J hope that the statement Se 
| : y 


Sir Crme Sargent, KCB. ,KCHG. 
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_— _oaenrrt a 
RECLIVED IN 0.8. 


~ Fev Wid | 
eRe q 


SENT 1G UEP:- 


by the Minister of Defence that no further sales of 
aircrart are to be rmitted will go Tar to reassure 
the Arab countries that no deviation ‘rom His 
Majesty's Governmen 's. apestey. in Palestine is implied 


or contemplated. Sa 


6. So far as we are aware, there have been no 
rurther repercussions and, subject to your views, we 
propose now to let the. matter rest. 


for Pree, 


Theil 
eae 
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FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 
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7S99B/ 1/4 Sees + 
Cypher (O.T.B. } 
oY FALMACINE (Cen, Sir a. Cupniagham } 
Sent Gnd February, 1948, 16,45 hye, 
OS aren tweye: 
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Aa0 prepreg Yon Ccmnissioner Palestine, 
xepeated E.,M.k, Cp Na. 35 


Xwur telegram No, 490.5 
ANBtEY airoraet, 


SAnieLera are grayoly coneermsd by possibic 

ee quemcn of disposal of thege Q@ircraft, In partie... - 
CON TaeG bbat ors howe gokd ta the Jews planes edapted fov 
fhe AG PUeTI la po pPare must Seem to the Araba ¢ ma eed 
fey reure Crom poliey of noutrality and Consequentiy mene. 
1% move A2°Pioult for the Foreign Secretary to argue in 
Tevour of the maintenance o° the U.3. embargo on Bupodics 
a ans of to hola back the Arab Governnent Fran open 
antervent! on in Ealestine, 


2g i have, therefore, been aeked to examine urgentiy 
the poassibliity of recovering these Gircraft, I GM, of courge, 
fully aware that any atteupt to requisition, compulsorily 
Soquire or ctherwise Resze them would be bitterly resented 
by the Jews, and you may Gonsider that the risk of emb Po1 1 any 
the Security Forces in open conflict with the Hagana i686 an 
overwhelming objection GO agtion of this kind. [I 
1OWeVeEr, be gratefy’ Observations 
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26 ou would, { Dresuma, be able at once tO take 
GTHEtIC Action against the airoraft should there be 
eridence that they were doing employed for military on 
Guact military PULDGseey 
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FOpveLgn OFP4egs ~ Gir Orme Sazgvent. 
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Minjetry of Aupply 7 HP. He Haynes, 
= = ag Bro Wed, OYre 
Ministry of Givil AvIaviou ~ Me. Lode Dunnets, 
i : Registry Tala, 
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INWARD _ TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


Cypher(0.1T.P. ) 


BROT BALESTING (Gon. Sit A. Cumingham) 


D. 6th Pebruery, 1948, 
> of] Ww 


Re oth 3405 hee. 


SAN Cn 9 08 Eells Ceare Rane I AD 
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Na, 302 S8ecrot, 


Addressed te S. of 48. 
Nepeated to B.4.K.0, No. 23. 


zour telegram No. 423 repeated te B.M.E.O. Ro. 3. 
ARBTAXY Aircrafts 


the 20 Austers in question wers purchased diseertied 
and are uov in Tel Aviv. One Oxford, unserviceable, 48 34117 
ay Aquixv. it is improbable that eny atterpt, short of use of 
force, tc recover them would be sucerssful, and I do tot 
consider that use of force in thie case would be either 
advisable or justified, The Go.0.C. is in fact unwillins: tn. 


contemplats such a course, 


2. 1 sm informed that of 20 Austers atthorissd, 1) 
moet might be made serviceable (3 days ago none were 
verviceabla), As regards the statement that planes cz 
“adanted for use in guerilla warfare" I would only Say ovli% 
thsy ave articles which cen be purchased by any Civilian <:. 
Gnd Open merket, anc are ne more adapted ror guerilla 
Vartare than is, say, an Austin seven or a bleycle. The 
tocal air authorities consider thet it is unlikely that they 
aeuld be used effectively for offensive purposes. 
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Ae The Director of Civil Aviation is aaking the Jevizh- 
Agency te store these airoraft in hengers at Lydda Airpors 
until termination of Mendate (the Agency has already given 
him a@ verbal undertaking thet machines shall not be 
easembled Zor the time being}, 


hi. Ths @ircreaft cannot legally fly unless they obtain 
certificates of ealrwcrthiness which are given by Air 
Registration Board in Cairo or the advice of Director of 
Civil Aviation and will be withheld. 


5a The machines were purchased by Aviron Ltd, which 
is about to be absorbed by Palestine Airways; the latter 
concern is controlled by Rutenberg who, in conversation with 
Director of Glvil Aviation,,hae expressed himself as 
etrongly cpposed to employment of aircraft for any unan’!orised 
PUTPOBS. 


O. If, in the face of all these cbatacles, Agen:: 
should decide to use aircre?t illegitimately, they covld not 
De ueed fron Lydda, Haifa or Yoel Aviv; and it is unlixely 
thee they sould 02 used from any other airfisld, bub cowid 
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Of courses operate Prom open country. However, 1% 
prebeble tha. they would very soon pe cetected, in 
Csee ad@ouste ates would ot once Se taten. 


' a ee , evidence tnrer 
PR SE ale SEP ae Ls sige ee Gaye tates Tay od OP imtlitery ov 
GUISE ORy be hia a Days e, EUG 4 OG, Wold be wrens. 
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Civil Aviation - Mr, Lod. Dannett, 
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steps have now been taken to 


ensure that no British aircraft will pass into 


I have to draw your attention 
Arab and Jewish hands in Palestine so lon: as 
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OALEST ox 9. APR 1948) 
Use of Auster aircraft by Jews in Palestine, 


Major Tufton Beamish. asked Minister o@ Defence 
whether he is aware that a number of Auster aircraft 
have been used by the Jews in Palestine for bombing 
etc against the Arabs; whether these aircraft were 
obtained from British sources; and whether ownssps 

of these and other airmraft obtained from British 
sources will be allowed to retain then. 

Alexander, Is informed that one aircraft believed 
to be an Auster, was recently employed by the Jews 
in operations against the Arabs. The source from 

hich this aircraft was obtained is not at present 
known, enquiries are being mada 
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Auster Aircraft, Palestine 


31. Major Tufton Beamish asked the 
Minister of Defence whether he is aware 
that a number of Auster aircraft have 
been used by the Jews in Palestine for 
bombing, machine-gunning and _recon- 
naissance purposes against the Arabs: 
whether these aircraft were obtained from 
British sources; and whether it is his in- 
tention to allow these and other aircraft 
obtained from British sources to be 
retained by their present owners. 


Mr. Alexander: I am informed that one 
light aircraft, believed to be an Auster, 
was recently employed by the Jews in 
operations against the Arabs in Palestine. 
The source from which this aircraft was 
obtained is not known at present, but I 
am having further inquiries made. 


Major Beamish: Does the right hon. 
Gentleman recollect that, as recently as 
4th February, he claimed that the sale 
of these Auster aircraft was not incon- 
sistent with the policy of denying warlike 
material to both Arabs and Jews, and 
that he went on to describe these aircraft 
as non-military stores? May I ask 
whether these are still his views? 


Mr. Alexander: As I have said, I am 
having inquiries made into this particular 
aircraft. In this case, it did not enable 
the Jews to make their operations success- 
ful. What I said on 4th February was 
that these aircraft, which had been de- 
militarised and all of which were un- 
serviceable, had been sold by open 
tender, and it was open to either side 
to buy them. [Interruption.] I gave that 
information. I am not sure what all the 
trouble is about. We gave orders that 
no further aeroplanes should be supplied. 
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Auster Aircraft, Palestine 


31. Major Tufton Beamish asked the 
Minister of Defence whether he is aware 
that a number of Auster aircraft have 
been used by the Jews in Palestine for 
bombing, machine-gunning and_recon- 
Naissance purposes against the Arabs; 
whether these aircraft were obtained from 
British sources; and whether it is his in- 
tention to allow these and other aircraft 
obtained from British sources to be 
retained by their present owners. 


Mr. Alexander: I am informed that one 
light aircraft, believed to be an Auster, 
was recently employed by the Jews in 
operations against the Arabs in Palestine. 
The source from which this aircraft was 
obtained is not known at present, but I 
am having further inquiries made. 


Major Beamish: Does the right hon. 
Gentleman recollect that, as recently as 
4th February, he claimed that the sale 
of these Auster aircraft was not incon- 
sistent with the policy of denying warlike 
material to both Arabs and Jews, and 
that he went on to describe these aircraft 
as non-military stores? May I ask 
whether these are still his views? 


Mr. Alexander: As I have said, I am 
having inquiries made into this particular 
aircraft. In this case, it did not enable 
the Jews to make their operations success- 
ful. What I said on 4th February was 
that these aircraft, which had been de- 
militarised and all of which were un- 
serviceable, had been sold by open 
tender, and it was open to either side 
to buy them. [Interruption.] I gave that 
information. I am not sure what all the 
trouble is about. We gave orders that 
no further aeroplanes should be supplied. 
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% 43. Major Tufton Beamish,—To ask the Minister of Defence, whether he is aware that a 
number of Auster Aircraft have been used by the Jews in Palestine for bombing, machine- 
purposes against the Arabs; whether these aircraft were — 


and whether it is his intention to allow these and other 
* 


3914540 QY0D34 


gunning and reconnaissance 


obtained from British sources ; 
aircraft obtained from British sources to be retained by their present owners. 
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE DRAFT REPLY. 


I am informed that one light aircraft 
believed to be an Auster was recently 
employed by the Jews in operations against 


the Arabs in Palestine. The source 


from which this aircraft was obtained is 


not krown at present, but I am having 


further enquiries made. 
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EASTERN - OY, 


Parliamentary Question 

——————_— 
%121. Major Tufton Beamish—To ask the Minister of Defence, whether he has now completed his 
inquiries regarding the use by the Jews in operations against the Arabs in Palestine of one 


or more light aircraft ; the source from which such aircraft were obtained ; and if he will 
\} make a Statement. [Wednesday 28th A pril.] 
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8eNY 10 DEPi. 46. Major Beamish asked the Minister 
of Defence whether he has now completed 
his inquiries Tegarding the use by the 
Jews in operations against the Arabs in 
Palestine of one or more light aircraft: 
the source from which such aircraft were 
obtained; and if he will make a statement. 


The Minister of Defence (Mr. 
Alexander): It has not been Possible to 
establish the identity or the origin of the 
aircraft to which I referred in my reply 
to the hon. and gallant Gentleman's Ques- 
tion on 7th April. As he is no doubt 
aware, a light aircraft of a type similar to 
the Auster was shot down by British forces 
near Kefar Etzion on r2th April. 


-d0uasafoy 


Major Beamish: Does it follow from the 
Minister’s reply that he agrees that it was 
a mistake that these Auster aircraft were 
sold to either faction in Palestine, and is 
it a mistake that will not be repeated in 
the future? 


Mr. Alexander: I have already told the 
hon. and gallant Member that an order has 
gone out that no more planes should be 
sold, and that has been carried out for 
the last three months. 
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_ AIR MINISTRY, LONDON. 
~ HO. RAF. MED.M.E., NICCSIA/ATTN. AHO. (U) ANT - Woe. ~ED 


IMMEDIATE, UNCLASSIFIED. 
fiet 98. May 14th. 


ref AeM. signal AP.23 May 12. Signal received here 
from Foreign Office states that essential Halton should not (R) not 
land at Ramat David today. The aircraft Halton ZSBT/ has not (2) 
landed at Malta whereabouts unknown. 
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TELEGIUAM EN CLAT. APe2917. 
(Desp. Regye Telse 13th May 194.3) 
UMse f0IR MINISTRY, LCNDCN. 


TOt = AHO. MALT 


REVEATEDs= luiF. MEDMl. 


IMPORTANT. UNCLASSIFIED. 


Ave2gi?. May 13th. 


Your 1.0198 May 14th. Informed today that Plight of 
HALTOM cancelled. Rercret inecnvenience. 


Tine of origin 1019152. 
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DeDe of Pole AeSe2e 
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Colonial Cffice (Mr. Bicg and Mr. Vile) (3 comics) 


Foreign Cffice (ir. Elen) (2 copies) 


AM. File No. DASTC 3/1C2 refers. 
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wt 32006 Mey 20th, 19ke. 
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have no objections to this fli ht. 
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Mel Wie Die STC, (Crag). 
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Colcnisl Offic: (ir. Vila, iir. DAIS), 


MeCoe., wccyel ls, 2 coplcs, seecece le 


JIINd JHL JO NOISSTWY3d LNO 


“HLIA ATWOIHdVY9OLOHd G39NGON dazu 
38 OL LON - HdVYDOLOHd LHDIYAdOD 


A.M. Form 1700 AMV] Wt, 48801-03822 1000m (2 sorts’ 3/48 G.S.St. Gpe2u } O 4 


@ CYPHER MESSAGE /:/ 
wie 


WARNING.—This cypher message must first be paraphrased if it Is necessary to publish 
its text or to communicate It to persons outside British or United States 
Government Services and Departments. Messages marked ‘‘One-Time Pad”’ 


or ‘*O.T.P.” are excepted from this rule. 
KX 0129956 


(Recde Regye Telse 21st May 1948) 
H). Rak. MEDeMele 


TOs = 4IR MINISTRY, LONDON. (867 bef 3] 


REPEATEDs= JH. LEV/NT (/DVANCED). 
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IMMEDL/.TE. SECRET. ryeyeb 


ACX.1698 (or 10287). May 21st. 


1% Your AP.3286 May 20 refers. Regret delay in replying 
parne2 your fPe5031 May 12. Ramat David will be closed with effect 
from May 24 repeat May 24. Only airfield with RAF facilities available 
after this date will be Haifa which can accept light aircraft only. 


97989 / wa 


26 No objection Alpha Airways nircraft landing Ramat David 
May 22nd but emphasize no refuelling facilities available. 


Time of origin 2107402. 
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Supply of aircraft to Palestine 


Me.sage for the Air Ministry from Air Attache 


Pra Ce 
- It is reported that a number of 


Czechoslovak aircraft have recently been flown 
to Palestine by Jewish and foreign pilots. 
Requests enquiries be made to find out if any 
aircraft reinforcements have arrived in 
Palestine. 
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Cypher/OT? TR MINISTRY Di TRIBUY ION 
PRAGUE TO FORSIGN OFFICE - 
D. 2. 34 pom. 20th iiay, 1948. 
R. 4 O1 peine 20th liay, 1948. . 


391440 Qu0D34 


Please pass the following to the Air ldinistry for 
air Attache Prague as his telegram No,79 of May 19th. 


pvecret, 


1. Unconfirmed report that number of Czechoslovak 
aircraft of unspecified types have recently been flown 

to Palestine by Jewish and foreign pilots. ‘The number 

125 was mentioned but possibly an exaggeration. Possible 
thet 26/26 Siebel aircraft at Plzen reported in A.A. 175/48 
of April 22nd were being prepared for despatch. Also 
rumour that Sieber were he. modified for dive bombing 
(paragraph 2 A188/48 April 29th refers) might have 
referred to preparation for use in Palestine. 


Ze Possible partial or complete explanation of report 
is delivering ii,4.109 to Pale:tine the rumoured sale of 
| which was refezred to in paragraph 4 of Ai158/48 of 
. 9). Ai ¥ ‘Cy, April 14th. 


“ ‘ os Se Request enquiries be made to find out if any | 
“yy - aircraft reinforcements have arrived in Palestine. 


GmaY 4 Lg@p.eundec. Inforuation] grade [gp.undec ? ing then] 
A "Foreign Office" repeat " raigncoeeteeny 
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Lu My 


9.50 a.m. 24th May, 1948. 


R.11.08 a.m. 24th May, 1948. 
24th May, 1948. 


Repeated to: Hyd. Red sky Nee 


DOT» repeated H, Q. R, A, F. 


(Air Mini Lease pass to H.Q. R.A.F. Med/ME) 
fron Air ate es ! 


Telegram No. A179 May ath. 
Your AIXS87 of May 21st. 
Heve no information. 
inion is that there is little chance stine 
crews,” bombs, et et cetera leaving Turkey for Palestine 
' Jews. 


T.0.0. 2409162. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be . 
retained by the authorised recipient and sot passed on] 


Cypher /oTP AJR MINISTRY DISTRIBUTION 
FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


- §ir 0. Harvey 
0, 757 D: 3.54 pom. Slat May, 1948 
‘8 a7» 1948 R: 2,56 p.m Slst May, 1948 


Serr 


Please pass to Air Ministry. 
A100 3lst May from Air Attaché Paris, 


No infermation available from Military sources on 
sircraft staging threugh France for the Jewish cause in 
Palestine. Smquiries being made threugh civil Air Attaché. 
Will advise results. Request source your repert and names 
of airfields at Paris and Marseilles. | 
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Cypher /OTP AIR MINISTRY DISTRIBUTION 
xD 
FROM PRAGUE TO FORBIGN OFFICE pwn 


Mr. Dixon D. 10.0 a.m. 12th June,1948, 
Nos 879 


12th June, 1948. Ro 11.55 a.m. 12th June,1948. 


SECRET 


Please pass to Air Ministry from Air Attaché 
Prague as his telegram No. 94 of June iith. 


For Air Ministry A.F.L.I. 


French Military Attaché has had a report from 
& source which he claimed reliable that 70 Jews are 
being trained on Arado 96 aircraft at Ceske 
Budejovice. Source also reports that Czechoslovaks 
are trying to sell Arado, 96 and other aircraft to 
Israeh. oe ; ty 
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This tele is of particular secrecy and should be Bcd 
| retained fy the authorised recipient and not passed on) ¢ 16 
CYPHER/OTP AIR MINISTRY DISTRIBUTION . 
R TO FOREIGN 


ye Mallet, D: 10.02 a.m, 16th June, 1948, 


16th June, 1948, - R:; 11.50 a.m, 16th June, 1948, . 
DERI 
SECRET 
Following for Air Ministry. 
[Begins ] 


Air Ministry please repeat MED/ME from Air Attaché 
Rome AA208 of June 15th, 


Reference your AIX 3448 of June 9th subject Czech 
Civil Air Line Prague to Palestine, answers to your queries 
are: | 

(1) weekly 

(2) D.C. 

(3) Air contacts will watch future arrivals and 
endeavour to discover nature of the cargoes. Will report 
results by signal, 


(4) Believed no. 
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440) We. 39031/155 


Registry 
No. E.6918/648/31 


Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidential. 
Restricted. 
Open. 


Draft. 
Letter 


H.E. the Syrian 
Minister, 
Syrian Legation 
London 


Copies to:- 

Air Ministry - 
Mr. Hampton 

Ministry of 
Civil Aviation 
Mr. Podger 

War Office - 
Major Leask |4 
M.1I.5 ~,Mr.Sch 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
June, 1948. 


Your Excellency, 

I have the honour to refer to Your 
Excellency's Note No. 96 of 24th May and to 
inform you that permits are not for the 
present being granted for the export of 
fighter aircraft to Palestine and that it 
would be illegal for any British fighter 
aircraft to leave this count for Palestine 
without such a permit. n any case where this 
was known to have happéned strong disciplinary 
measures would of sourse be taken,and if Your 
Excellency Would be so good as to furnish me 
with more detailed evidence of any such 
flights ving taken place I should see that 

investigated with the utmost urgency. 

In such cases as have already come to 

heir notice His Majesty's Government have take 
prompt action,and in this connection I would 
draw Your Excellency's attention to the case of 
cperart wnige tde the uns 

four Anson aircraft which le t the United 
Kingdom for Palestine without export permits 
and which have been impounded at Rhodes and 
have been deprived of their registration 
certificates. 


I have the honour, etc., 
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. 19, Kensington Palace “Gardens, 
SYRIAN LEGATION W.8 


LONDON. - 
0.96 . f "24th way, 1948, 


3914450 QY0D34 


I have the honour to draw your attention 
to the fact that a number of British aircraft 
fignters are being Ylown to Palestine from the 
United Kingdon, Some of these are being del- 
ivered by British pilots on the continent, and 
are thus finding tneir way from there to the 
Jewisna force in Palestine,-~ | ey 8 


This is continuing to happen while no Arab 
country, even tnougn naving a treaty with Great 
Britain, can obtain a licence for tne export of 
Pianes or Arms. 


In spite cf Jewish protestations to the 
contrary, as well as their accusations of Britiisn 
policy towards the Arabs, this is going on, and 
constitutes a very real and unfortunate fact, 


I snould like to add on this occasion, that 
the collective action of the Arab States is nothing 
more than the defence of themselves and the Middle 
Bast, against organised invasion on such a scale, 
by Peoples of another continent, that could threaten 
International peace, 


"391440 QY0934y 
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I have the honour to be, Sir, with the high- 
est consideration, a 


Your obedient Servant, 


A. Amanat 


minister, 


The Rt, Hon, Ernest Bevin, M, P., 
The Foreign Office, 

Whitehall, 

S.W.l. 
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i nave the nonour to state tnat I have carefully 
notea tne information contained in Your reecelleney's note 
0. $6 of vay 2:th about the alleced 6 2 Ort Of 27 bisn 
fighter aircraft fro. tne Mnited “~ingao., to Palestine for 
the use of the Cewish forces. 
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oe His iajesty's Govern:ent are strictly enforcing the 
embargo on the supply of war material to both tne djevish 
authorities and the arab States covered by the Security's 
Council's regokwentemhew in resard to a ‘cease tire’ in 
Palestine. iioreover, before the Security Council's 
resolution was passed His ajesty's Governsient were 
enforcing Qumembargo on the supply of arms to eitner party 
in Palestine. It would theretore ve illegal for any 
fignter aircraft to pe exvorteé fro:: the United r1ngdo.i: to 
ralestine ana no evidence is available that aircraft have 
been so exported. Shoulda Jour “xcelleney be in possession 
of sucn evidence I should be very srateiul to receive it so 
that the matter micht be Ga 
£ 

Bese yin) Tt nave the honour to be, with the highest 

‘cq@nsideration, 
‘ 3 Your Excellency's obedient Servant, 

(Hor the Secretary ot State) 
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6 
His Excellency 
br. lajeeb al-Armanazi, 
CLCs 5 -ClCs» EUCy4 
19, Aensington Palace Gardens, 
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POREION OFFICE. 3. 4.1 12, 


29th Jue 
Ps ewoyn. rere nee 
iD _ i bo 4 ee ee 


Your Excellensy, 


XK have the henouw to state thet I have oercfrully 
Roted the information contained ia Your Exsellency’s nete 
No. 96 of May Atr abdout the alleged export of Britisn 
fighter eircraft fren the Vaited Kingdom to palestine for 
the use of the Jewish forees. | 
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2 Wis Majesty's Goverament ere etriotly enferciag the 
embargo om the supply of wer material to both the Jewish 
euthcriticos and the Arab States covered by the Security's 
Oouneil’s reselution ia vegerd to a ‘ecase fire’ in 
Palestine. Moreover, before the Zeeurity Council's 
Fesolution was pessed His Majesty's Government were 
eaforcing an esbergo on the supply of arms to either party 
fa Felestine. It would therefore be illegal fer 

figh@er asireraft to be exported from the United Kingdom to 
Palestine and no evidence is available that simpart heave 
been so exportead. should Your Exoelleracy be in poscese ion 
Of such evidence I snould be very greteful to receive it se 
that the matter might be Closely investi:eted. 


I have the honour to be, with the big beat 
consi deratioa | 
Your Sxeediency’ 6 Obedient Servant, 
(For the Seoretary of 3tet=) 
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His Exocelleney 
DP. Najeeb al-Armenesi, 
ete. e@te., ete., 
fo, Kemeington Palece Gerdens, 
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TELEGRAM FROM 
Sir V. Mallet ROME 


‘° 907 SECRET 
nued May 27,1948 


Received 


In Registry | May 29,1948 


Last Paper. 
B 6453, 
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Aircraft amd ammnition for Palestine, 


Addressed to Air Ministrye 

Gives details of the 
activities in progress in italy regarding the 
Supply of aircraft and amminition for the Jews 
in Palestine, Head of the local organisatiom 
is believed to be a Dutch Jew named Van Havr, 
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[This telerram is ef particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the autherised recipient and not passed on], 


Cypher/CTP ATR MINT. TRY pISPAIRUTIC. 
riksIG) oFeICs. 

Sir Ve wallet. 10. 28 ath vey. i: 

Ke . D. 10,29 ag: 28th Lay, 19 

O7th may, 1948, ie 1.15 ef oth ay, a 

TaeCnT iT, ; ~o 1 2 

DSU AN. FE , / 


AdGressed to air ..inistr: 
to sorelign Cf¥ice ana 


reference feu, 1D. signal alX 884 ef ay 2Qist 1948, 
it has become apparent that uany activi es are in progress 
in ite 9 Te garding supply of aircraft and ammunition to the 
Jews in ralestine, Head of local orgsnisation is believe to 
be butch Jew named Van davr, 


391440 04¥0D34 


é. rior to ay 15th there were reports that some 
IT Anson and DH Rapide aircraft registerea in inited \ingdeu 
uioving round “.urepe under the guise of tour flights, 
rilot of one aircrsft spoke freely ana statea that he thought 
the aircraft had been purchased ir cifferent places and 
then flown to United “ingdes for overhaul and C of A. 
Silots were to fly around killing tine until way 15th and 
then try to wake their way to :slestine as the Jexs required 
aircraft for carrying supplies to outlying cowmunal farus, 
‘some of these aircraft were impcunded when they Landed 
at ihodes, Italian authorities were askea to hola others 
in the absence of proper clearance from ‘inited Yirgoaom, 


Je neliable seurce states that the Iteliar Govern- 
went uas recently granted export licence for some 15 tons 
Of urns and pauand tion which are now aweiting transport by 
Sea cr air, rurther 8 to 10 tons reported awaiting despatch 
Irom snited <tutes subject to onward trensportation by air 
from Italy, Itslian airlines not yet participating in air 
traffic to valestine but coapanies are pressing authorities 
to ~eruit such flights, Authorities have so Far refused 
On the voretext tha they are still bouna by terus of the 
peace treaty. sone British cowpanies r-puted anxious to 
anuertake this traffic but hesitating because uncertain regarding 


‘321440 04¥0934 


insurance aspect i.e. war risk premiums may wake such 
Operations too erpensive. charter cowpsnies ars obviously 
feeling their way ana leoking for reaunerative treffic cf 
this nature, 
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4. rrobably, however, the greatest activity ic air 
transport will come from Acerica. — WOmpany known aS “ervice 
sirways registered in lew ‘ork appears to be the usinspring, 
srrangemerits have already been wade for suppl; of 8 curtis 
Comaande C-46 aircrsft registered in Panama, Tnésé aircraft 
aré coming into Catania and Sicily from Casablanca ané giving 
final destination as vrague. Fach is reputed to be carrying 
tighter aircraft of unknown type and five have alreedy gone 
through. renugining three are fcllowing, 


o. In addition to the above, twe Anerican Morsezan 


/aircraft hgve recent#y . 
> ~ 7H 4% 


—_ - . 
Ce 


‘ 
JN 


\ 


Reme telegram Ne, 907 te 7.0. 
-*s 


airoraft have recently preceeded te Palestine, A third 
crashed in Reme prier te flight and killed beth eccupants. 


%. = Finally there secas ne deubt that abeut 50: pilets 
ndergeing trainifg at Urbe airpert near Rene by fire 
. aining at present taking place en 
bat Where are rumeurs that mere advanced 
aft will secon be‘ available. OCrganisatien ef this 
ing seems te have been very thereugh and all necessary 
[teygagpcppgork has been previded, 7 


Important stress that ‘altheugh seurce nermally 
reliable it has net been pessible te-check abeve 
infermatien,. . 


Fereign Office pass te Air Ministry, 
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Rew: 
Numbe, | 87171/648/34 Activities of Lineas Aerasde P 


TELEGRAM FROM Refers to Panama telegram 61 of May 25 | 
Mr Greenway PANAMA (B6953/64.8/31 ) 


No. 
62 Substance of information contained in 
Dated above telegram was Published in the press on 
_ May 27,1948 May 25th. Cuttings follow. 


Received 


in Registry | May 31 31948 
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lir, Greenway. : . 
Nog D: 6.35 pbob7 A, 
27th way, 1948,- R: 1.41 a.m. 28th May ,1948, - 


Repeated to: iia shing ton, 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 62 
of 2/th May repested to Washington, 


“lly telegram No. 61 of 25th hiay . 


Civil Avis tion, . 


Substance of informs tion contained in rel “oleh 
and 3 of my telegram under reference was P lis hed 
4n local press on 25th liay. Cuttings follow by 
air mail, 


[Copy sent to Middle Kast secretariat] 
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cend June, 1948, 
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(B 7171/648/31) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Dear Chancery, 


Your telegrams Nos. 57 and 59 
about Linea Aereos Panamena. 


We should be grateful if you 
would be so Kind as to let us have a 
copy of your letter 22/19/48 of the 
4th May to the Air Attaché Guatemala, 
if you have not already done so. 


Yours ever, 


EASTERN DEPARTMENT. 
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The Chancery, 
British Legation, 
Panama. 
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